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JESUS SAYS, “I DID IT GOD’S WAY.”

Sermon Text:  Isaiah 50:4-9

Grace, mercy, and peace are yours today and every day because you have a Savior in Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Introduction

Dear Friends in Christ,

Today we turn our attention to our sermon text taken from the Old Testament.  As we do so this morning, we remind ourselves that Dr. Luther always said there were three very good reasons to read the Old Testament, even though we live in the days of the fulfillment – the New Testament Era.  

1.  Luther said it was good to go back into that Old Testament because back in that Old Testament you see just how serious God is about sin.  Although our consciences can get dulled at times and think sin isn’t that big a deal, when we read the Old Testament God really sharpens our awareness of sin.  

2.  Luther also told us we should go back into the Old Testament to see the examples of godliness and unfaithfulness.  In the Old Testament we see the wonderful examples of the believers of the past who trusted in the coming Christ, and also we receive a warning, when we look at what happened to the unbelievers who rejected the LORD.  

3.   But, Luther always said that we first and foremost go back into the Old Testament to see the promises of Christ.  

This morning I’d like to offer you another reason for going back into the Old Testament.  (Perhaps the reason I offer you is in connection with Luther’s third reason or perhaps it’s a fourth reason all by itself. But, here it is. . . )

· Back in the Old Testament, even more so than in the New Testament, Christ shares with us His thoughts and feelings as He was earning our salvation for us.  

You see, you go into the New Testament Gospels, and it tells us what Jesus said and what Jesus did; but not too often does it share with us His thoughts and feelings.   One example in which it does is when He was in the Garden of Gethsemane.  There we get a little window into the anguish He was feeling.   But, there are so many places in the Old Testament in which Christ’s thoughts and feelings are revealed to us, long before He was ever born.  

A prime example of that is Psalm 22.  Psalm 22 was written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit through the pen of David.  In Psalm 22, we get Christ’ perspective of things while He was on the cross.  Again the Gospels tell us what happened, what Jesus said and what other people said. But, that perspective is as if we’re standing at the cross, looking up at Jesus.  But, then you go to Psalm 22 and it’s as if you are in Jesus’ head, seeing with his eyes, hearing His very thoughts.   Well, I encourage you some time this Lenten season to read Psalm 22. (It is easy to remember where that very important Psalm falls because it happens right before that most beloved Psalm, the 23rd Psalm.  So read that some time very soon.)

But our sermon text for this morning is another such case that reveals to us the thoughts and feelings of Christ while He was earning our salvation for us. It’s taken from Isaiah, chapter 50; and in these words, Jesus is standing with the Garden of Gethsemane in the past, He has already been beaten, mocked, ridiculed, spit on; and now He is awaiting the death sentence.  The cross lies only hours ahead of Him.  And as He does, He looks over His life and tells us what He think what has past and what is just about  to come.  (And, this is just amazing because Jesus reveals these thoughts through Isaiah who lived bout 700 to 750 years before Jesus was  born!) 

We read from Isaiah 50:

  The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.

  The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears, and I have not been rebellious; I have not drawn back.

  I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.

  Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.  There have I set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.

  He who vindicates me is near.  Who then will bring charges against me?  Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him confront me!

  It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.  Who is he that will condemn me?  They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.

I. As Jesus Looked Over His Life He Said:  

I Did It God’s Way; I’ve No Regrets.

Perhaps you’re familiar with Frank Sinatra’s.  It’s called I Did It My Way. In the song a man is facing and death and begins to look back over his life.  And as He faces the final curtain what does He conclude?  Over and over again he says, “I did it my way!”   

Now in Isaiah 50, Jesus is in the same situation.  He’s looking back over His life, and He is looking ahead to His death.  But, what does He conclude? Jesus doesn’t conclude: “I did it my way.”  Rather, Jesus concludes: “I did it God’s way!  And, I did it God’s way for you!”  

Now in that song by Frank Sinatra, there is also a line that says “Regrets, I’ve got a few, but too few to mention.”  Did Jesus have any regrets as He looked over his life?  No.  Jesus says “I did it God’s way; therefore I have no regrets.”  He says, “The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.”  

He had no regrets in His relationship with His heavenly Father.  He had no regrets in His relationship with anybody else.  See, even though Jesus was God Himself, His human nature was also given instruction by His divine nature and by His heavenly Father.  Therefore, He was always willing and eager to receive that instruction, that wisdom for living, that wisdom for interacting with other people.  

Morning after morning after morning, Jesus woke up ready and eager to hear what the heavenly Father had to say to Him about the day that was coming up; and God gave Him that wisdom, that instruction.  Never did God the Father give Him an order or a command from which he would draw back and say “I’m not sure I want to do it your way.  I think I want to do it my way.”  Never did that happen, and that’s just amazing for us to even contemplate!  

And then God gave Him an instructed tongue – wisdom – so that He could share that wisdom in His relationships with those around him.  You know that Jesus, as He looked over His life, knew that He never had a conversation that went bad, that wasn’t all it was supposed to be on His part.  He looked back, and He saw no conversation with a person in which He wished He would have just held His tongue.  Never did He have regrets regarding a conversation so that He would say “Oh, if I’d only said this, or if I hadn’t said that….”  Never!  Every word that came from His lips; every piece of counsel, advice, wisdom was perfect!  He had no regrets.

Then there’s that song again: “Regrets – I’ve got a few.”  Now who would write that?  A few!   Regrets - you and I have many.  Many!  Morning after morning after morning, we have regrets in our relationship with God because we do not wake up all eager to hear what He has to say and eager to do it.  We often draw back from it.  We all too often are rebellious when God tells us to do something.  So we’ve got regrets when it comes to our relationship with God.  

We’ve also got all kinds of regrets when it comes to our relationships with other people.  You know, it’s really amazing.  It doesn’t seem to matter how many years past.  Each of seems to be able to think back on conversations we’ve had maybe in grade school or high school or early in our career.  Then at the weirdest of times those conversations will hit us.  It’s like the whole conversation is being lived out for us again, being played back in our mind.  As the conversation does that, we’re filled with all these would of, should of ,could ofs.  “If only I would have said this…., I should have said that…., if I could I’d go back there again and take it all back.”  

Yes. Regrets, we’ve got more than a few regarding the thoughts that we’ve had, the words that have come from our lips, the conversations that we’ve had with other people, the way we’ve hurt them, the way we didn’t stick up for them and help them.  (Maybe you can think back to somebody in school who kind of was an outsider, and you can think back to how “Man, if only I would have befriended him or her….”)  Yes. Regrets. . .we’ve got many!

But the Lord gave to our brother - our Savior, God in the flesh, Jesus - an instructed tongue, and He knew how to sustain the weary; and to this day, He sustains you and me with His words, He tells us that He had no regrets about anything that ever came from His mouth, no regrets on any conversations He ever had.  And God the Father has credited all that to us so we who have many regrets now have no regrets in Jesus Christ.  We have no regret. We have full forgiveness. We don’t need to look back. We don’t need to let past conversations haunt us anymore.  Jesus has forgiven them by fulfilling God’s will for us.  In our place Jesus always had the kinds of conversations you and I should have had.  He always said the kinds of things you and I should have said.  He kept God’s law for us in our place.

As our lesson continues, Jesus looks back on the very recent past of His life – the beatings and the mocking.  And what does He think about that?  Does He have any regrets?  He says, “I offered my back to those who beat me.”  Think of that! He offered his back!  

Once again we journey in mind to the Garden of Gethsemane.  We see Jesus done praying and watch and listen as He got up and said to His disciples, “Come on, let’s go; here comes my betrayer.  Let’s go meet him.  Here come the people that are going to arrest me.  I want to go get arrested.  I want to offer my back to those who will beat me.” 

Going on our text says: “I offered my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.”   Jesus is looking at what just happened to Him.  He now stands beaten, bloody, and bruised – in all appearances, a shadow of the man he used to be.  And what does He say to us through these words to the prophet Isaiah?  “I’ve no regrets.  I offered myself for this.  This is why I came”. 

Now is that the greatest comfort for you and me.  Even in the depths of His passion. . .even while it’s going on . . .even in the midst of the beatings . . .even as He just about ready to be sentenced. . . just about ready to go to the cross . . .Jesus says “I’ve got no regrets”.  

What a comfort for us to know that not even for an instant did Jesus wonder whether it was all worth it.  Not for an instant did he say “I don’t know whether I want to die for this particular person or that other person who 2,000 years in the future are going to do it their way.  Not for an instant!  He had no regrets about suffering for you and me and dying for you and me.

II. As Jesus Looked at His Impending Death He Said:  

“I’ve No Regrets; I Have Full Confidence in My Heavenly Father.” 

Not only did Jesus have no regrets as He looked back on His life.  He also looked at His death with full confidence.  He says, “Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore have I set my face like flint (or as hard as a rock that won’t be budged or moved), and I know I will not be put to shame.  He who vindicates me is near.  Who then will bring charges against me?  Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him confront me!  It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me. Who is he that will condemn me?  They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.”
He’s about ready to be sentenced to death.  He doesn’t care; because He cares too much for you and me.  He knows that any sentence any man can level against Him is nothing.  All those people who thought they had the authority and power on the day of His crucifixion really didn’t.  They were going to die.  They were going to wear out like a garment.  The One who was going to vindicate Him, the One who was going to declare Him “NOT GUILTY,” the One who knew Him to be the pure Son of God was God the Father.  God was going to declare Him NOT GUILTY; and that’s all that mattered.  So He approached that sentence and that verdict with full confidence in His heavenly Father. . .with full confidence in His mission.  

He also says that He will not be disgraced; He will not be put to shame.  Now, that does make us ponder for a moment.  What does Jesus mean? We say to Jesus, “Lord, You were suffering the ultimate in disgrace.  Jesus, You had the sins of the entire world put squarely on Your shoulders.  The ultimate in shame - the suffering of hell – was just ahead of You.   Jesus, what do You mean when You said that You would not be disgraced; You will not be put to shame?  To these question Jesus replies, “Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.”

Yes, there was the shame of the cross, the shame of all of our sins; but Jesus was looking beyond that and saying that on the other side of that was the glory.  He knew that on the other side of “My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?” would be “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit”.  He knew that on the other side of giving up the His breath was the glorious day of His resurrection.  

So, as Jesus approached that cross, scorning its shame (Hebrews 12:2), with the full confidence that His heavenly Father would deliver Him.  Such a full confidence He also gives to us.  Because Christ approached His life and death with full confidence, You and I can approach the rest of our life and the hour of death with great confidence as well.

We have a lot of shame in life.  Jesus told us we’d have that as His followers.  But whatever shame or disgrace you and I suffer here, it’s nothing in comparison to the glory that awaits us.  This is temporary.  This is momentary.  Clinging to Christ in faith, it will give way to eternal glory, eternal honor.  

When we die, or a loved one dies, there is nothing honorable.    As we see their breathless body, where is the honor in that? (The body is shown in dishonor.)   But we also know that the honor and glory is hidden because our departed in Christ have had their spirit’s carried by angels up to heaven.  They are in glory even now.  What seemed to be only disgrace and contempt is really something that meant the gateway of heaven was opened to them and they are safe with Christ.  And furthermore, the disgrace and shame that comes to the body in death is only for a time because we have the glorious resurrection waiting for us one day in the future too.   (The body is shown in dishonor; it is raised in glory!) 

And if during our lives or if at the moment of our death, someone comes to accuse us – this world, Satan, our consciences, someone else – as we cling to Christ our attitude can be the same as Christ’ when He looked at death and looked at His accusers.  “Who are my accusers?  Bring it on!”  He knew He was just, holy and perfect before His heavenly Father.  You and I know we are justified, declared “NOT GUILTY” before God because of Jesus.  It doesn’t matter what Satan accuses us of.  It doesn’t matter what he tells us the verdict or sentence should be.  God has spoken through His Son, Jesus Christ.  His are the words that sustain us, the weary; and He has judged us “NOT GUILTY!”  Anyone or any thing that would tell us otherwise is just finally going to wear out like some garment and be gone, burned up on the day of the resurrection when we will have our glorified bodies.  

Conclusion

If you and I were to look over our lives, sadly we all too often could say, “I did it my way.” And, we all too often could say, “I’ve got huge regrets because of it.  I’ve got no confidence.”

But let us not look to ourselves.  Let us look to Jesus Christ, the author and perfector of our faith (Hebrews 12:2).  He did it God’s way!   He did it God’s way for us!  Because He had no regrets, we’ve no regrets.  Because He had full confidence, you and I have full confidence for life and for death.  Amen.

Blessing
Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard and keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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