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Blessing

God’s undeserved and undying love for you – they are yours this morning and always because of your Redeemer, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Introduction

Dear Friends in Christ, today we take a look at the Old Testament Book of Ruth.  

Now Ruth lived after the time when God had given the children of Israel the conquest of the Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership and before the time of the Kings.  That means she lived during the time of the Judges.  And, we’re not exactly sure what date during that time she lived, but it was about 1200 years before the birth of Jesus.

Now the Book of Ruth is basically the love story of Ruth and Boaz.  So, we look at the Book of Ruth and ask ourselves, “Why did the Holy Spirit put something like that  in His Bible?”  

One thing we notice right away is that Ruth is there because she becomes an ancestor of Jesus Christ.  David comes from her family.  

But there’s more to it than that because the Holy Spirit encourages us to find Jesus, our Savior on every page of His Bible. Jesus Himself encourages us to do this when He says, “These are the Scriptures that testify about me” (John 5:39).   As we do so this morning, we realize that we find much more about our Savior, Jesus in the Book of Ruth than just the listing of His history and His ancestors.  

Upon closer examination . . . as we look for Jesus . . . we realize that this love story between Ruth and Boaz is really a picture of the love story between God and us.  It’s the story of Christ’s love for you.  That’s because Boaz ends up being something called the “kinsman-redeemer” for Ruth.  

The Kinsman-redeemer

Now, the kinsman-redeemer was the next of kin, the male next of kin.  In the Old Testament, God’s people had the Law of Moses. Under that law, the male next of kin had some very special obligations.  

· If his next of kin was murdered, he was the one who was supposed to track down that murderer and bring him to justice; he was to avenge the blood of his brother.  (Reason:  They didn’t have the police force or the criminal court system that you and I enjoy.)  

· The kinsman-redeemer was also the one who was to take marry his brother’s widow (if possible) so that he might produce a male heir for his deceased brother.  

· He was the one who was to take his deceased brother’s wife in as his own wife (if possible) in order to provide for her every need.  Otherwise, she would be left destitute and poor.  (They didn’t have the welfare system that you and I enjoy now.)  

Jesus is the True Kinsman-Redeemer

You can see how Jesus is pictured in the kinsman-redeemer, can’t you?  

· Jesus has become our Brother.

· Jesus is the One who has avenged what sin has done in our lives and the death that it has brought to us, His brothers and sisters.  He avenged what sin has done by destroying sin on the cross and destroying death through His resurrection.  

· And, He is the One who has taken us to be His bride, the church.  He is our bridegroom, who when we were poor and destitute, took us in, made us His own, made us His glorious bride for all eternity.  

So, when we realize that Boaz is a kinsman redeemer, a picture of Jesus, we also realize that the story of Ruth and Boaz is a picture of Christ’s love for us.

I. Christ’s Inviting Love

When we first meet Ruth in the Book of Ruth, she has lost her husband and her father-in-law, who were both Israelites.  Now, Ruth herself was not an Israelite; she was a Moabite.  But, Ruth had met her husband when he and his family came down to Moab to live because there was a severe famine in Israel.  But, now Ruth’s husband is dead, her father-in-law is dead; and her mother-in-law is going to move back to the home of her birth, Israel.  And that’s when we read probably the most famous passage from the Book of Ruth, maybe the one that you know in an old translation “Whither thou goest, I will go”.  Ruth says to her mother-in-law “Where you go, I will go.”  “Your people will be my people and your God will be my God.”  She was a woman who trusted in the true God of Israel.  She wanted to be with the people from whom the Savior of the world would come, her Savior.  

So she and her mother-in-law go back to Israel.  But when they got back there, there wasn’t much left there for them, there wasn’t much waiting there for them.  They needed help.  (Again, not having the kind of welfare system that you and I enjoy in our country, they were widows and had no support.)  They were poor and did not have a bright future. 

Ruth’s mother-in-law sends her out to the fields to follow after the harvesters, and Ruth does.  And she is picking up the scraps that are left behind in the field that belonged to a man named Boaz.   Then Boaz sees Ruth and he immediately starts treating her with tenderness and speaking to her kindly, even though she has no social status in the community.  She was a foreigner, a Gentile, the worst thing to the Jews.  She was the kind of person other people wouldn’t have given two hoots about, the kind of person they wouldn’t have wanted to give the time of day to.  

Yet, what do we find Boaz doing: treating her with respect, dignity and kindness.  In Ruth, chapter 2, Boaz says to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me.  Don’t go and glean in another field and don’t go away from here.  Stay here with my servant girls.  Watch the field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the girls.  I have told the men not to touch you.  And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the water jars the men have filled.”  

  At this she bowed down with her face to the ground.  She exclaimed, “Why have I found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?”

  Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before.  May the Lord repay you for what you have done.  May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”

  May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord, she said.  “You have given me comfort and have spoken kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your servant girls.”

Ruth is vulnerable, helpless and destitute.  Then along comes Boaz speaking words of inviting love and kindness. . . speaking words of protection . . . telling her, “Ruth, don’t go anywhere else.  I want you to be safe here, right in my fields, right with me.”  Here Boaz is giving words, orders to anyone around, “Do not touch her, do not harm her – she’s under my protection.”  These are words of inviting love.  And Ruth is overwhelmed by such an invitation of love.  Why would he care about her? Why would he look her way?  She was a foreigner; she was nothing.  But nevertheless, this man had made overtures of kindness and love. 

It’s really the same way in your love story with Jesus Christ.  You and I, as far as God is concerned, we’re foreigners.  Sin has separated us from Him, made us foreigners in God’s eyes.  And on our own, we are helpless, destitute.  On our own, we are an easy mark for anybody else in the world to take out, to abuse, to ridicule, to harm, to mistreat.  Along comes our kinsman-redeemer, Jesus Christ, speaking kind words of inviting love to us, the likes of which we have never heard from anybody else because they are unconditional.  He’s not asking for anything else in return.  But rather, He says, “Come. Come to me all you who are weary.  Come to me all who are troubled by your sins.  Come. Throw them on me.  Come. Let me protect you.  Come. Stay here with me.  I won’t let anyone else harm you, and I’ll take care of your every physical need.  I’ll take care of your every spiritual need.  Although you have no standing before me, I will give you standing before me.  I will be your kinsman-redeemer.”  Wow!  Sounds too good to be true!  And, that’s probably what Ruth thought also.

Ruth went home that night after working in Boaz’ fields, told her mother-in-law everything that had happened; and her mother-in-law, Naomi, was overjoyed.  She said, “Do you know that Boaz is a relative of ours?”  And Naomi started thinking, hoping, “Could this kind man Boaz possibly our kinsman-redeemer?  Ruth, couldn’t he be the one who would marry you, buy our property and take care of us so that we are not destitute, so that we are not helpless, so that you have status in the community, Ruth, and that we have a bright future?  Ruth, could he possibly be our kinsman-redeemer?”  

So Ruth and her mother-in-law come up with a plan.  Ruth is going to go to Boaz at night when he’s asleep and literally throw herself at his feet, more or less proposing marriage to Boaz.  By her actions she’ll be saying to him, “Will you be my kinsman-redeemer? Will you take me to be your bride? Will you be my husband?  Will you provide for me and my mother-in-law?”   

II. Our Apprehensions

That’s the plan, but still, there had to be a lot of apprehension on Ruth’s part as she went to carry out this plan.  She didn’t know what was going to happen.  Would she get there and be scorned by him  . . . pushed away?  Would he say to her “You, a foreigner, become my bride!?!  Forget it.”  Would he embarrass her and ridicule her and push her away?  Were his words of kindness and his actions of kindness on the field just a show for everybody around, or did he really mean it?  Did he really care for her?  Were his words and actions and nobility in the fields just an act, and would he take advantage of her when she came to him at night?  Or, could he possibly be her kinsman-redeemer who would take her as his bride?  

Now, can you see yourselves in Ruth when it comes to your relationship with Jesus Christ?  Jesus makes all these wonderful overtures of love our way.  He speaks to us tenderly.  He invites us to come into His presence and receive His love and protection.  But, we ask, “Could it be true?”  Some of the most near and dear people to us in our lives have promised us the world, and then delivered nothing.  They have spoken to us kindly one minute, and the very next minute they have blown their tops and pushed us away.  We’ve been hurt before, when we made ourselves vulnerable to other people.  Would Jesus Christ do that to us too, if we come clean with Him . . . if we make ourselves vulnerable before Him . . . if we come confessing our sins and confessing our utter need for His help?  Will He push us away?  Will He laugh at us? Will He crush us?  

III. Christ’s Promise of Faithful Love

Those are the apprehensions Ruth had and fears.  Those are the ones we have.  But listen to what happened to Ruth (Ruth, chapter 3:7-13).

When Boaz had finished eating and drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end of the grain pile.  Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay down.  In the middle of the night something startled the man, and he turned and discovered a woman lying at his feet.  

  “Who are you?” he asked.   “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your garment over me since you are a kinsman-redeemer.”

“The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied.  “This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier.  You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor.  And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid.  I will do for you all you ask.  All my fellow townsmen know that you are a woman of noble character.  

  Although it is true that I am near of kin, there is a kinsman-redeemer nearer than I.  Stay here for the night, and in the morning if he wants to redeem, good; let him redeem.  But if he is not willing, as surely as the Lord lives I will do it.  Lie here until morning.”

What does Boaz say?  He is overwhelmed by her approach, and he pours out his love to her and makes a promise to her of faithful undying love.  He WILL redeemer her. He WILL buy her back. He WILL make her his bride.  She came throwing herself at his feet helpless, asking him to cover her with his garment to make her his bride, and he says he’ll do it.  

Still, he also notes here that he is under no obligation to do it.  Boaz was under no obligation to do this, because there was someone nearer of kin to Ruth’s family than he was.  Yet, Boaz does not say “I’m not obligated” in order to offer up excuses and get out of the deal.  He’s merely stating a fact: he was under no obligation.  But being under no obligation, he still obligated himself out of love for her and out of care for her, desiring to protect her and provide for her.  In the name of the Lord, he makes a solemn vow that he will do all she asks for; he will marry her.  

And do you see Jesus there?  He was under no obligation to save us, but He did. 

When Adam and Eve fell into sin, God could have just said, “That’s it.  You broke the deal.  I gave you a perfect world.  I gave you a perfect human nature.  I gave you guys a perfect marriage.  I even warned you; I specifically warned you about one specific thing.  I said: 1Do not eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.’ And, what do you do?  The one thing I tell you not to do.  That’s what you go out and do.  The deal’s off!  I’m under no obligation to you.”  

But not Jesus – not our kinsman-redeemer - even when He was not obligated to save, he obligated Himself to redeem us.  He obligated Himself to become our brother, the seed of the woman, who would come and crush the serpent . . .who would come and crush Satan’s hold over us . . . by His death on the cross.  

Yet, our Savior’s love for us is even more amazing than that.    Remember when Ruth comes to Boaz?  Boaz starts praising her. He says “This kindness is greater than that which you showed earlier.  You have not run after the younger men, whether rich or poor.”  This is amazing: Here she comes destitute with nothing to offer to this marriage.  And he praises her.  

Can you see our relationship with Jesus Christ there?  We have nothing.  Just as Ruth came to Boaz with nothing to offer, we come to Christ saying, “Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to Thy cross I cling; Naked come to Thee for dress, Helpless, look to Thee for grace.”  We bring nothing to our marriage with Jesus Christ except our sins, our needs, and our helplessness.  But once He’s brought us into the faith . . . once He’s given us a trust in Him . . . what does He turn around and do?  He praises us.  He praises our faith (which He gave us)!   Our works (that He moved us to do) He praises!  Everything that first came from Him, He then praises in us.  That’s amazing!  

And when did we get all this?  When did we hear this invitation of Christ’s love?  When was this marriage sealed?  For most of us it happened in Holy Baptism.  

We place our children at the feet of the Savior and cry for mercy.  We present them as helpless.  And, you and I were presented there at one time as helpless and in dire need of help.  And, what does Jesus do in that precious sacrament?  ?  He throws His garment over us.  He covers us in the robe of His righteousness.  He takes us into His church.  He has made each and every one of us part of His bride, the church.  

But, let’s not fall into thinking that that’s the only time this kind of thing happens?  Daily Christ still invites us and daily we still have apprehensions.  Still daily Christ overwhelms us with His love and forgiveness. It happens as we daily sin and Christ still invites us to cast our sins on Him. It happens every time we come into the church when through God’s servant, you hear “Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins in the Lord.” That is:  Let us come vulnerable. Let us come helpless before our Lord as He invited us with His love.  And, what do we hear each and every time, no matter what we have done, no matter where we’ve been in between our times here?  What do we hear each and every time?  God our heavenly Father has been - although He is under no obligation - He already has been merciful to us.  And although our sins would make Him not obliged to want to be with us, He has already given His Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins to buy us back.  And then He seals it with His name, as we hear forgiveness again pronounced over us in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Conclusion

Yes, the Book of Ruth is the love story between Ruth and Boaz.  And, it is a timeless love story because their love was not based on romance, but on mutual respect and love. But, what really make their love story timeless is this: It is a picture of our daily relationship with our groom, Jesus Christ.  For as we daily sin and are helpless, He continues to court us with His love and welcome us back into the holy marriage that we have as His bride.  Amen.

Blessing

Now may the peace of God which is amazing and which does surpass all understanding, guard and keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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