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“THE GRACE OF GOD HAS APPEARED!”

Sermon Text:  Titus 2:11-14

God’s Grace. . .that is Jesus Christ . . .be with you today and every day.  Amen.

Introduction

Dear Friends in Christ,

Christmas lies just several days in the past now, and what did we learn this year?  Perhaps we learned again some of the same lessons we seem to learn (and then forget) year in and year out.  We eat too much. We spend too much.  We get too stressed out as we try to cram a month’s worth of activities into just a few days.  Yes.  Perhaps those are some of the lessons we again learned this year.  But in our Scripture lesson for today, God reminds us that there is much more for us to learn from the Christmas that has now just passed. 

Our lesson for today is taken from the New Testament Book of Titus, chapter 2.  Here the Apostle Paul by direction of the Holy Spirit writes:

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.

This is the Word of our God, and it tells us that we have lessons to learn from Christmas past and Christmas present, lessosn we can apply to Christmas future.

I.  The Grace of God Has Appeared in Christmas Past

The first thing we do is we look at Christmas past.  It has only been a couple days since we celebrated Christmas, but it’s still proper for us to go back . . . to journey back once again . . .to Bethlehem’s stable.  We’ve been so hurried and hassled over the last few weeks that it’s good for us now to catch our breath, go back to once again look into the manger and remind ourselves just who it is that is lying in that manger.  

You see, we get so hurried and hassled that we could forget what the season is all about.  Even as we set up all these nativities in our homes or in our community, we can forget.  We set up these nice nativities.  They all look so nice and homey and cute. (There’s the Precious Moments nativities, and there’s Cherished Teddy nativities, and other any other kind of animal nativities.)  They’re all cute, but they can become just decorations – something we put up at this time of the year. So it’s good for us to pause again and to look through the Scriptures back into that stable to see just who it is in that manger.  

Our lesson tells us the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  Our lesson says it’s the grace of God was in that manger.  

When you and I talk about the grace of God, we are often talking about that attitude that God has toward sinners.

· His attitude that He loves us sinners, even though we are unlovable.

· His attitude that he desires to save us, even though there is really no reason in us that he would want to save us.  

· His desire that comes all from within Himself.   

So we talk about grace we often express it as that attitude or that feeling within God.  And, from the Scriptures that is a totally proper way to talk about grace.  But, the Scriptures also tell us that the grace of God is even more than that. 

You see, God’s grace is not just a feeling or an attitude that God has within Himself.

· Grace is part of Him.  He is gracious!  

· Nor is His grace just a feeling He can have and then not act upon.  It is so deep within Him, so much part of His very essence and being, that He has to act upon it.  His grace must be fulfilled.  

And that meant that His grace was going to be placed in that manger.  

· Jesus Christ is the embodiment of Grace.  

· He is God who is all grace.  

· He is God in the flesh the enactment of God’s grace. 

Grace acted upon meant that He, Himself, who is all grace was going to become a human being to be placed in that manger for our salvation . . .to save the unlovable.  

That means, as we look into that manger, we realize just how serious God is about sin.  See, God is not just gracious.  God is also just.  

· Just like His grace, His justice is within Him burning.  

· It is not just an attitude that He has; it’s an attitude He has to act upon.  

· Justice is who he is.  

And, therefore, when sin entered into the world, and when you and I have sinned, God who is just wants to act upon His justice.  In justice He wants to carry out justice.  He want to extract a just payment for sin.  

When we look into that manager, as surely as when we look at the cross, we are convinced just how serious God is about His justice and about sin.  That’s why His grace was embodied in that small child, Jesus.  

· Jesus Christ is the baby who was born to die because you and I were dying in our sins.  

· Jesus Christ is the sacrifice for sin that was promised throughout the Old Testament prophets.

· Jesus Christ is the Grace of God, the sacrifice for all mankind, that appeared right before Mary and Joseph and the shepherds in that stable about 2,000 years ago.

As we peer into Bethlehem’s stable once again, we are reminded why Jesus came.  We were reminded of it when we sang the second stanza of our sermon hymn:


Why lies he in such mean estate, Where oxen now are feeding?

 
Good Christians, fear, For sinners here The silent Word is pleading.


Nails, spear shall pierce him through;  The cross he’ll bear for me, for you.


Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the Son of Mary!   

(What Child is This  CW:67)

So while we look into that stable, we do see just how serious God is about sin . . . so serious that he would send his own Son as the payment for it.  But, all the more importantly, we see just how serious He is about His grace, because He did send His Son to die for us.  He sent His Son to die for us in spite of our sins.  No, not just in spite of our sin, but because of our sins!

You and I will never understand the depths of this grace embodied in Christ.  We have a hard time punishing our children even when they’ve done something wrong and deserve punishment.  We would do anything we could to spare our children any harm.  Our natural instinct is to proctect our children over anyone or anything.  But, God the Father . . .in grace . . .when His Son had done nothing wrong. . . sent His Son as our sacrifice.  Jesus Christ is the embodiment of God’s grace for you and for me and for all.  That’s what Christmas past tells us as we look into that manger.

II. The Grace of God Appears to Us in Christmas Present

But, what does Christmas present tell us as we look into our own hearts and we look into our own lives?  Our lesson says the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.  How does that match with how we have been living?  Just think back over the past few weeks.  This month of December is a month like none other.  Every year it is a month in which we especially focus our eyes on the Grace that has appeared.  In this month we focus on the birth of Jesus, our Savior.

But what happened this past month?  The month of December appeared.  And perhaps as the month appeared, the Grace of God disappeared more and more in our lives, because our busy, hectic schedules also appeared.  That magical date of December 25 appeared on our calendars, and there were so many things to do and so many things to prepare.   As we became distracted, perhaps the very reason we are celebrating got pushed off to the side or at times disappeared.    Perhaps it appeared on our calendars that we were going to have friends or relatives over on a specific date.  And as that day came closer, the Grace of God that has appeared . . . the reason we get together . . . was pushed to the side, almost disappearing at times.  

Children, perhaps that new toy that everybody has to have this year appeared on your TV screen or catalogue. It appeared right there and seemed to be oh so important that the reason we celebrate Christmas, Jesus, at times disappeared.  And, for us big children, it’s really no different.  A new toy or tool or trinket appeared, and Jesus Christ seemed to disappear.  

And it doesn’t seem to matter, does it?  It doesn’t seem to matter how many years we go through this and how many times we tell ourselves, “This year it’s going to be different. This year I’m really going to focus on the true meaning of Christmas.  This year I’m going to focus on the Grace of God embodied in Jesus Christ.  This year’s going to be different”.  It doesn’t matter how many times we tell ourselves that.  Every year we fall into the same traps of these worldly passions and we lose our self-control as we hurry to this, hustle to buy that and get stressed out over that.  

But we take comfort, because no matter how many times we mess up the celebration of Christmas, the Grace of God has appeared!  The Grace of God has appeared! And our messing up Christmas cannot change that fact.  The fact remains that Jesus Christ has appeared to forgive our sins, even our sins of messing up the celebration of His birth.  That’s amazing, amazing grace embodied in Jesus Christ.  , 

But, the Grace of God that has appeared not only forgives us; it also teaches us.  Jesus and His grace teach how we are to live for Him by  putting away those worldly passions and getting control of ourselves.  

· First, His grace teaches us for who to live.  We are His own.  He want to live for Him.  And He moves us to that desire by simply overwhelming us with His love.  

· That He would come as a lowly child born in the stable

· That He would humble Himself to such an extent.

· That He’d humble Himself even to the point of dying on the cross to pay for our sins.  

· That is the motivation that we need to cast off the things of this world and to focus on the things that are eternal. . .to focus on the grace of God and Jesus.  

· But then His grace teaches how to live even more so, his humble birth would teach us.  

· We look at Him there, and we realize that as He lies in that straw on that cold night in that most humble of places, the things of this world mean  nothing to Him.  

· They mean nothing to Him so He might secure the things that are eternal for us . . .the glory that is at the end of his life. 

· And, He, having secured that glory for us, then teaches us that that is how our lives are to be led.  

· The things of this world, the worldly passions, they mean nothing to us because they are things that will one day be gone.  They are really just things that will trip us up and entrap us.  

· Our eyes are fixed on the end of our path with the glory that Christ has secured for us, the glory of heaven.

III.  The Grace of God that Has Appeared, Will Appear as the Glory of God

And that brings us now to Christmas future.  Maybe you’ve already been thinking of Christmas future.  Many of us seem to do that right after Christmas.  Maybe you’ve already started to say to yourselves, “Well, next year for Christmas I think instead of having the tree there, we’ll put it there”.  Maybe as you were saying goodbye to your friends and family on Christmas day, you were saying things like “Ok, well thanks for having us over.  Remember, next year Christmas is at our house.”  You’ve already been thinking ahead to Christmas future.

Well, our lesson for today reminds us that we should be doing just that in a deeper, more meaningful way, as we look ahead to the return of our Savior.  The grace of God teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  He who appeared as the Grace of God in the flesh will one day appear as the Glory of God in the flesh; and we eagerly await that day.  We turn our eyes towards it.  

It’s like little children when Christmas is coming.  They are all eager with anticipation and excitement. They can’t wait for that day to come.  The littlest ones who really don’t read a calendar or keep track of what day it is will constantly be asking mom or dad, “How many days till Christmas?  Is it here yet?  Is it tomorrow?”  They just can’t wait for Christmas day to appear and for that special Christmas present. . . prepared and wrapped up just for them . . .to appear under the tree.  They just can’t wait to open that present to see what’s in it. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ,   we belong to the Lord.  We are His children and that child-like anticipation over Christmas is yours and mine for future Christmases with our Lord in glory.  We have that same eager anticipation.  The new man within us every day goes, “Is it here yet?  Is it coming today?  Could it be tomorrow.”  We eagerly await when Christ will appear not just as the Grace of God in the flesh, but as the Glory of God in the flesh.  We can’t wait for Him to come and issue in that eternal Christmas day, as He present to us the gift of eternal glory, which will be unwrapped before all of us.  We can’t wait for that day when we will get just what we always wanted:  an eternity of glory prepared especially for each one of us!  

Conclusion

Until then, we look at Christmas past, realizing what it means for us that the Grace of God appeared.  Until then, we look at our lives present, realizing that the Grace of God . . . Jesus . . .has appeared to us and changed our lives completely, causing us to say “No” to the things of this world and “Yes” to the things of God.  Until then, we wait.  We wait, clinging to our Savior, longing for His glory.  Amen.

Blessing

Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard and keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
