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Grace and peace are yours through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.

The Word of God that we focus on today as we celebrate Nation Sunday is found in 2 Kings 22: 10-20.

  Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.”  And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king.

  When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes.

  He gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the King’s attendant:

  “Go and inquire of the Lord for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found.  Great is the Lord’s anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.”

  Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophetess Hulda, who was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe.  She lived in Jerusalem, the Second District.

  She said to them.  “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says:  Tell the man who sent you to me,

  “This is what the Lord says:  I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to everything written in the book the king of Judah has read.

  Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all the idols their hands have made; my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.’

  Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard:

  Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the Lord.

  Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace.  Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place.’”  So they took her answer back to the king.

We will focus especially on verse 19:  Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the Lord.  This is the Word of our Lord.

Every so often the President of the United States gives the State of the Union Address in which he touches on certain topics of interest to us all; issues that pertain to our nation, its state, its condition, and its future.  Have you ever wondered what God would say if He were to give a State of the Union Address?  I don’t think He’d be talking about the unemployment rate or the condition of our economy.  I don’t think He’d even mention the War in Iraq.  I think He would point to deeper things.

He would point to the moral condition our country is in.  He would point to how many people no longer attend His worship, no longer read His word, no longer bend their knees or fold their hands in prayer to him.  He would point to the many people who have turned their back on the Lord, totally neglect His Word and live only for fun and pleasure and themselves.  

The State of the Union Address that I believe the Lord would share with America today is “FALL ON YOUR KNEES, AMERICA!”  I don’t think God would be as happy with us as we think He should be.

When Josiah took over the reign of the Southern Kingdom of Judah at the age of eight, he inherited a mess.  His great-grandfather Hezekiah was a righteous man who led reforms in the land of Judah, but his grandfather, Manasseh, was the worst king Judah had ever known.  He was filthy and he was violent, shedding much innocent blood. He let immorality ran rampant throughout the country.  He reestablished the worship of false gods and idols from all the other nations around. Judah had hit an all-time low during the reign of Manasseh.  Manasseh’s son was no better than his father, so when Josiah took over the reign in their place, he inherited a mess.

The nation was in total moral decay, and the temple that Solomon had dedicated – one of the great wonders of our world – had been neglected for over two hundred years.  So Josiah started a reformation.  He began with restorating the temple back to what it was during the days of Solomon.

During the restoration process, some scrolls were found by the high priest, and they were brought to Josiah.  They had been buried under rubble and neglected for years.  It was the Word of God.  And the Word of God was read to Josiah for the first time in his life. Josiah had been raised and trained by a Godly man to know and love the Lord; but he had not heard the Word of the Lord until now. The Word had been lost, perhaps misplaced or hidden for years.  Some people believe it was the book Deuteronomy that was read and shared with him.  With ears and heart wide open he listened as the book was read, and then near the end, he heard God say, “If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations on earth.  All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God.” (Dt. 28:1,2)  Then the Lord gave a list of blessings and prosperity that people would enjoy. Then in verse 15 he said, “However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you.”  And a long list of curses and disaster was outlined for people who turn their backs on God and no longer follow his ways in obeying faith.

So, one of the first lessons you and I learn – and there’s a sermon outline for you that you can fill in if you want (and you need to write fast; I’m going to move along here today, but you can fill in these blanks if you want.)  The first lesson we learn is that sin – well, what do you think sin brings? – Sin brings disaster, doesn’t it?  God says that you cannot neglect sin in your life either as a people or as a nation for very long without disaster coming on you.  So sin brings disaster on people.  It also brings disaster on nations.

Now when Josiah heard the Book of the Law read to him, he tore his robes in deep repentance and sorrow because he finally saw the condition of his heart and his life and his country stood in stark contrast with what God said it should be.  And he realized how far short he and his people have fallen from the glory of God; and it drove him to his knees.  It drove him to find out what was going to happen.  He said, “Great is the Lord’s anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.”

If you don’t care about the consequences of sin in your life, you should care for the damage it will do to your children and your grandchildren, because I will tell you here today that future generations look to us to lead the way.  They look to our model.  They watch how we walk; they listen to how we talk.  They know our attitudes, and they walk behind us in our steps.  If we do not want disaster to come upon the next generation that we claim to love so much, then we need to get our act together as a people.  We need to take a stark look at our own lives, our mouths, our attitudes, out thoughts, our words, and our actions as God shows it in the mirror of His Word.

And when it comes down to it, we know this is true, right?  I mean all of the disasters in my life I can trace back to the times when my heart was hardened and I thought I knew better than God, when I knew what God said and I decided to go my own way.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death”, God’s Word teaches us.  

And really, when it comes down to it, ignorance is no excuse, right?  I can remember when I was traveling from – I went past those famous guys up on the mountain, Mt. Rushmore – and I was going from South Dakota into Wyoming.  I no sooner got into Wyoming, and I’m traveling down the highway and see this highway patrolman coming at me; and I do the same thing you do – I look down – you know; and, sure enough, he turns around, his lights come on, pulls me over; and I said, “Officer, since I’ve been in this state, I haven’t seen a tree, I haven’t seen a car, I haven’t seen a house.  I haven’t seen a speed limit sign.”  And you know what he said to me?  “Ignorance is no excuse, son.”  Sixty-five dollars later I learned my lesson.

Ignorance really is no excuse.  Because, deep down, don’t you think we know better?  Really, I mean, I’ll bet you nearly every single one of us has been given a solid foundation and grounding in God’s Word, whether through Sunday School, perhaps from your parents or grandparents, quite possibly from a Christian elementary education – maybe right across the street (St. Mark’s School).  All of you have sat through  the grueling hours of a pastor’s confirmation class, memorizing passage after passage and all those parts of the Catechism; and deep down we know better, don’t we?  We know the difference between right and wrong. And God has given each of us a built in voice that tells us when we do right and pricks us when we do wrong – our conscience. 

What’s the problem then?  The problem is the pride of our heart and our rebellious spirit - when we know better than God, then we go ahead and do our own thing anyway.  And so it’s true that our conscience can get dull or hardened, can’t it.  I remember when I was a pastor in Ashland, Ohio, there was a rash of shoplifting going on, and kids were tempting their peers to go out and shoplift.  Nobody wanted to be uncool, so they were all out there shoplifting; and the judge decided he is going to get tough.  First time you get fined.  Second time: three days in jail.  I don’t care how old you are – three days in jail, that’s it!  

I was visiting a girl in jail one time, and it was not a very pretty place.  A twelve-year old girl, and she said, “You know, the first time I shoplifted, Pastor, I was scared silly.  My heart was just racing and beating, but I got away with it.  The second time I was just as scared as I was the first time.  My heart beating just as bad, but I got away with it again.  The third time was a little better.  By about the tenth, eleventh and twelfth time, it didn’t bother me anymore.”  You see, that’s the way it is with sin in our life.  When we wink at it, close our eyes to it, makes excuses for it, live in it and wallow in it, it doesn’t bother us anymore.

In the book of Jeremiah, God said, “Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct?  No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush.  So they fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when I punish them,” says the Lord.  This is what the Lord says:  “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Jer. 5:15, 16)  

You and I also know that God’s Word is perfectly clear; isn’t it.  God’s Word makes it perfectly clear what the state of our heart is, what the condition of our soul is, what the condition of our country is.  You know, we hear God’s law, and it points out our sin and our guilt.  And if you are like me, you don’t like hearing that.  You don’t like having that revealed.  Now wives are very, very good at pointing out what’s wrong with us, right?  I mean, I do a very good job of hiding it from you, but I can’t hide it from my wife.  And, you know, when she points out those faults of mine, I hate it - my personal weaknesses - and my family will say, “Amen, brother!”  When they point out something to me I get defensive – well, really what’s that harming?  It’s my pride, and it’s my stubbornness and my rebelliousness when I resist and I resent their pointing out what’s wrong in me.  When really, I should just shut my mouth or simply say, “You know, you’re right.  I was wrong.  I’m sorry.  Will you forgive me?”  And so we do need God’s Law to point out our sin and our guilt, even if we don’t like it.  It’s a good thing. It’s an important step of maturing us.

But we also need God’s Gospel, don’t we, which points us to Christ and the cross for forgiveness.  Because God’s Law may drive us to our knees in shame and in guilt as it did Josiah when he tore his robes, when he saw himself through God’s eyes, and he said, “Oh, look at the condition of my heart; look at the condition of our lives; look at the condition of our country!”  But then God reached out and granted him forgiveness.  And that’s what God does for you and me in Jesus Christ.  He lifts up our eyes to the cross on which our Savior was crucified, where He bore our sins, paid for our guilt.  It was all laid on Him so that you and I could be free – set free by the blood of Jesus Christ.  So we need to hear God’s Gospel.

Well, what is the way out?  God has provided a way out for us as people and for us as a nation.  It lies in repentance.  Repentance is God’s way out.  Now there is a definition of repentance you’ll find in our Catechism.  Repentance is “a change of heart and mind about one’s sin.”  It’s changing the way we think and believe about sin in our life and the disaster it brings and the consequences it has for us and for others.  

Now, this involves a couple of things.  It involves sorrow over sin and a desire to stop sinning.  That’s immediately what Josiah felt.  The first thing he felt wasn’t defensiveness, but was sorrow over the hurt his sin had caused his God.  His was a personal repentance.  It began with him, but it didn’t stop there.  He desired to inquire of the Lord, “What’s in store for me?  Lord, I’m at the crossroads here.  Show me the ancient path.  Show me the way you want me to walk, and I will walk in it,” is what Josiah said. And he cared about his country. He inquired of the Lord what was in store for them. 

Repentance also involves sorrow over sin and trust in Christ for forgiveness.  That’s the second half of repentance.  Again, we are driven to our knees, but our eyes are lifted up to Christ where we hear those beautiful soothing words “The past has been erased, forgiven and forgotten by God.” That’s why Jesus came, suffered and died for us. He came to redeem us, to buy us back. He came to remove sin from our lives, which he did on the cross.  And that’s what we trust in.  Then Josiah heard the Lord say, “Because your heart was responsive and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes (in repentance) and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the Lord.  I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place.  You are forgiven, Josiah,” is what God said. And that is what God says to you and me when our hearts feel sorrow over our sin and the pain it has caused God and others. Embrace God’s forgiveness like the life preserver it is.

What are some ways you see repentance? Repentance is seen in a heart that is responsive to God and His Word.  What led to the moral decline of Judah?  The Word of God was lost.  It was neglected.  It was forgotten. As a result people had drifted away from God.  It’s no wonder the people found themselves in the condition they were in.  It’s no different today.  The Christian life is so amazingly simple. It’s amazing when we forget the basics - the basics of worshiping God weekly and regularly, reading God’s Word daily, and praying to Him; that humble relationship we have with God – when we forget that, when we neglect that, that is when the problems in our lives begin. No longer are we guided in the truth, no longer are we guided in paths of righteousness.  We’re led to do our own thing, which always leads to disaster and ruin.

So it begins with a heart that is responsive to God.  “I want to know, God, the path you have in store for me.  I need to lead my family, and I need you to guide me, so that I can lead them.  I realize the next generation is walking behind me, watching me.  They have their eyes on me, and I realize how important my walk with you is.”  Do we recognize that and realize that as a people, as a church, and as a nation?  We need hearts that are responsive to God and His Word.  

We need hearts that are humble before God.  We need to get rid of the gods in our life.  You know what the first thing Josiah did after he heard this reply from God? He gathered all of God’s people together.  He wanted them to hear the Word of God as he heard it.  He wanted them to be led to humble faith in Christ.  He wanted to draw them into a closer relationship with God.  Then the next thing he did was he went throughout the land, and he started tearing down and destroying all of the idols, all of the secret places where there was worship of false gods. He destroyed them. He rid his home and his country of them.  Where are the secret gods in your life, in your home that you need to get rid of?  Is it alcohol?  Is it the internet?  Is it gossip?  Is it something else?  We all have them, and they all need to be torn down, and they all need to be destroyed as we humble ourselves before God. We need to destroy them before they destroy us. And repentance is the way to do it. The third part of repentance is a willingness to change, to turn away from sin in our lives, to get rid of it and stop playing with it. 

Repentance is seen in a heart that prays, seeks God, and turns from wickedness. That’s exactly what 2 Chronicles 7:14 says.  This was God speaking to Solomon on the day of the dedication of the temple.  He said, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  That’s what God says and it still applies today. It’s still the way out for us as individual people and for us as a nation.

You see, God promises some pretty awesome things - He promises to bless us and forgive us when we fall on our knees in humble faith.  So what does it take to turn this nation around, to bring it back to God?  I’ll tell you what it takes.  It takes one man who’s not afraid to stand up and say “Lord, I’ve been wrong.  I’ve been living for myself.  I have not been living for you.  I’m going to humbly repent of the way my life has gone, and I want you to change me from within.  I trust in you for forgiveness, and I’m willing to make a difference for you in my world.”  It takes one woman to stand up and be strong in Christ, to be the model, to be the example her children need her to be.  It takes one family to say “Our family, as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  

It takes one church that’s going to stand and say “We are not going to conform to the pattern of this world any longer.  We are going to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  We are going to let God guide us, His Word lead us, His cross be our strength.”  It takes one person, married or single, one man, one woman, one family, one church at a time in order for us to be the guiding lights our world needs us to be, in order for us to be the salt and the light that God has created us to be to lead others to our Lord. God doesn’t want us to separate ourselves from society. He wants us to get involved, to influense our society for good. That’s exactly what Josiah said he would be. And look at the difference that one man made. You and I can be difference makers in our country. Our prayers are important. Our votes are important. Our involvement is important. Out godly influence is needed. Our country was founded by men who believed in God, trusted God’s Word and built our country on solid Biblical principles. If our country is to be great; if it is to be blessed by God, we need to return to the Lord, humble ourselves before him, pray to him, seek his face, and repent. It’s time for us, who make up America, to fall on our knees before God. Amen.

And we will proclaim liberty throughout all the land to all the inhabitants thereof because we want them to have what we have in Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall guard and keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Amen.

We respond to the Word of God by singing this Creedal Hymn printed in your worship bulletin:

In God we trust, Lord of eternity,

By whose strong Word creation came to be,

Lord of the nations, clothed in majesty.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

In God we trust, the Father’s own true Son,

By whose strong death redemption has been won,

And by whose rising new life is begun.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

In God we trust, the Holy Spirit dear,

Whose inspiration shines the Gospel clear

That all the world the saving Word may hear.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

FALL ON YOUR KNEES, AMERICA!

SERMON OUTLINE
I.
Sin brings __________!


A.
On __________


B.
On __________

II.
__________ is no __________.


A.
Deep down we __________  __________!


B.
Our __________ can get __________ or __________.


C.
__________  __________ is perfectly __________.




a.  God’s __________ points out our __________ and __________.




b.  God’s __________ points us to __________ and the __________ for __________.

III.
__________ is God’s way out.


A.
The definition of __________: A “__________ of __________ & __________ about one’s __________.  This involves:






a.
 __________ over __________ and a desire to stop __________;






b. __________ over __________ and __________ in Christ for __________.


B.
__________ is seen in:






a.
 A __________ that is __________ to __________ & His __________;






b.
 A __________ that is __________ before __________;






c.  A __________ that __________, __________  __________, & __________ from               







  __________.  (2 Chronicles 7:14).


  God will _____ us and _______ us when we ____  __ our _____ in ______ _____.

Answers:  Sin brings disaster! On people On nations

Ignorance is no excuse.  Deep down we know better!  Our conscience  can get dull or hardened.  God’s Word is perfectly clear.  God’s law points out our sin and guilt.  God’s Gospel points us to Christ and the cross for forgiveness.

Repentance is God’s way out.  The definition of repentance: A “change  of heart & mind about one’s  sin.  This involves:  sorrow over  sin and a desire to stop sinning;  sorrow over sin and trust in Christ for forgiveness.  Repentance is seen in:  A heart that is responsive to  God  & His Word; A heart that is humble before God;  A heart that prays, seeks God, & turns from wickedness. (2 Ch. 7:14).

God will bless us and forgive us when we fall on our knees in  humble faith.
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