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God’s grace, His mercy, and His peace are yours and mine through Jesus

Christ.  Amen.

The word of God that serves as the sermon text for this morning is the

Gospel lesson that has been read to you in Luke, chapter 7.  I am just going

to reread the question that John sent his disciples to ask Jesus.  He sent

them to the Lord to ask “Are you the one who was to come, or should we

expect someone else?”  This is the Word of our Lord Jesus Christ, the one

who can stand the test of time and the hard questions of our world, my dear

friends.

Have you ever had a bout with doubt?  Have you ever found yourself

overwhelmed with questions, confused and perplexed about what is true and

what isn’t true?  Have you ever found yourself perched on the edge, or maybe

even sinking into the depths of despair?  It comes as no surprise to me to

see teens and twenty-somethings openly express their doubts when I realize

how bombarded they are day after day by all the lies of the world and the

ungodly influences of TV and all the other sources around them. Or when they

express their disillusionment as they see the hypocrisy in us, the

generation before them; when they see that what we do with our lives doesn’t

match what we confess with our mouths; when they fail to see the fire, the

conviction, and the enthusiasm of faith in us; when we never talk about our

faith anywhere else but inside these four walls (of church).

I see people in middle age who are wrestling with difficult decisions when

where they are at in life doesn’t match up with their dreams and their hopes

and their expectations; and I find them filled with doubt.  Or people who

are older in age, I find them sitting in a prison of their room or

wheelchair with so much time on their hands to wonder and to think; and the

doubts creep in.

The questions are asked “Where are you, Lord?”  “Why is this happening to

me?”  Have you ever asked those questions?  Have you ever felt like that?  I

’ll bet if you did, you were afraid to admit it.  We’re supposed to be

people of faith, but what will people think of me if they knew the doubts I

have within, if they saw the real me.  If you’ve ever asked those questions,

my friends, if you’ve ever felt like that, I want you to know you’re not

alone.  In fact, you join some pretty impressive company.  You join the

ranks of people like Moses or King David, who wrote some of his most

penetrating, soul-searching psalms and asked those deep questions of God

during the toughest times of his life.  You join the ranks of prophets like

Elijah, who wrestled with depression and disillusionment when that epic

battle on Mt. Carmel didn’t bring about the results he thought it would –

that the people and the king would return to the Lord – and he was filled

with despair.  Or Jeremiah, who for all of his ministry remained faithful to

God and preached to people who continually turned their backs on God and

rejected his message.  Or disciples like Thomas, who wasn’t afraid to

express his doubts.  Or even legends like Luther.  You see, nearly every

great man of God wrestled with doubts, questioned his faith, and asked

questions of God.

Today we meet one of the greatest men who ever lived.  Jesus himself said

that a few verses after our text.  He said, “I tell you, among those born of

women there is no one greater than John.”  Yet even John had a bout with

doubt, wrestled with the question “Jesus, are you the one?”  “Are you the

Savior, or should we look for someone else?”

Have you ever wondered?  Have you ever asked that question in your heart of

hearts, “Jesus, are you the one?”  I believe that after you and I carefully

examine the evidence in God’s Word, we will confidently confess, “Jesus. -

He’s Still The One.”

First we are going to take a look at those things that lead us to doubt.

Then we are going to be confronted with evidence that demands a verdict.

But in the end, you and I will win a bout with doubt.

Most scholars are divided as to what led John to ask Jesus this question.

Some believe that John wasn’t the one who had the doubts.  It was his

disciples and he was directing his disciples to Jesus to have those

questions answered.  You see, John knew his role as the forerunner to the

Savior.  He knew his purpose was to prepare the way for the Lord, to make

straight paths for Him, to preach a message of repentance and turn the

hearts of the people back to God; and he knew that when the Savior came on

the scene, He must increase, John must decrease.  So when John met Jesus

that day on the banks of the Jordan River and he baptized Him, he remembered

what God had told him, “The one on whom you see the Spirit descending in the

form of a dove, that’s the one, the Messiah I promised to send.”  And then

John heard the voice from heaven say, “This is my beloved Son in whom I well

pleased.”  And he saw with his own eyes the Spirit of the Lord descend on

Jesus in the form of a dove confirming Jesus’ identity as the Messiah.

Later after Jesus returned from his epic battle against Satan and temptation

in the wilderness, John pointed his finger at Jesus and told all the people

around him, including his disciples, “Look, there is the Lamb of God, who

takes away the sin of the world.”  And many of his disciples left to follow

after Jesus, but some still remained.  Some still lingered.  Some still had

their doubts.  So John was directing them – I want you to go to Jesus, and

this is the question I want you to ask Him – because he knew that once they

saw with their own eyes and heard with their own ears who the Messiah was,

what He would do, then they would know and be convinced.

Other scholars believe that John was the one who was expressing these

lingering doubts.  You see, after John pointed the people to Jesus, he didn’

t stop preaching.  He continued to preach, and then one day he found himself

face to face in confrontation with King Herod.  Herod had taken his brother’

s wife, stolen her actually, divorced his own wife wrongfully, and was

living in sin; and John the Baptist wasn’t one to mince words.  He told him

point blank, “What you’re doing is wrong.  You’re living in sin”, he said;

and that landed him in prison.  You just don’t say those things to Eastern

monarchs.  There was John, lingering and languishing in prison with all this

time on his hands, time to wonder and time to think; and the doubts crept

in.  Whether it was John or John’s disciples that had the doubt doesn’t

really matter.  This part of God’s Word answers the questions about the

doubts that you and I some times have and some times ask of God.

What are things that lead us to doubt? -  The same things that would have

led John to doubt when we are all alone.  I heard just the other day that

loneliness is the poverty of self; solitude is the richness of self.  Jesus

often went to solitary places, but he knew that he wasn’t alone.  He went to

pray.  He went to commune with his Father, to connect with God, to be filled

by Him. Loneliness is the poverty of self when you’re all alone, no one to

be with, time to think. That is time for Satan to work the worms of doubt

into our thinking and into our minds. It is times like that when we find

ourselves distant from God.

Have you ever had times like that when God seems so far away, so distant and

so removed?  And, yet, if we’re honest, we know that is not God who moved.

It isn’t God who left us.  It’s always us who put that gulf and that

distance and that gap between God and us.  God says, “Never will I leave

you, never will I forsake you.”  But we find ourselves further and further

away from God.  You see, as time in worship and time in prayer and time in

God’s Word decrease in our life, so does faith, and the doubts rise in

direct proportion.  And God gently and quietly calls us back.  “Return to

me,” he cries to us.

Sometimes it is a sudden loss that causes us to doubt. Whether it’s the

sudden loss of a loved one or the loss of health, people who are flat on

their back in a hospital bed have nothing but time on their hands, and they

wonder “God, why is this happening to me?  Why am I going through this?  Why

don’t you do something about the predicament I’m in?”  The sudden loss of a

job or money or freedom can lead to doubt.  Here was John in prison.  John

was a free spirit.  He was a man of the wilderness, clear blue skies, and

the wide open spaces, a man who stayed away from the confines of the city.

He liked the wilderness.  Here he found himself in a tightly packed, dark,

dank prison cell confined, cut off, on the wrong end of injustice and unjust

treatment. If you have ever experienced that, those are the times when

doubts come in. One verse of a famous hymn reads, Just as I am, though

tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt, fightings and fears within,

without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  But are those the times when you

and I come to God, or do we run from God?

You see, God says in the Book of Jeremiah (29:11-14), “I know the plans I

have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come

and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when

you seek me with all your heart.  I will be found by you.”  But that’s the

kicker, isn’t it?  Do you and I take the time to seek God out?  Do we take

the time to go to him, to ask the questions?  My friends, God can handle

your doubts.  He’s not afraid of your hard questions.  He welcomes them,

because he says there is evidence that demands a verdict.  You need to see

with your own eyes and hear with your own ears Jesus, who He is, and what He

has done for you and me.

There is evidence that does demand a verdict, and when John’s disciples came

to Jesus and asked the question, “Are you the one who was to come, or should

we expect someone else?”, Jesus didn’t answer that question, not

immediately.  We’re told that when the men came at that very time, Jesus

cured many who had diseases, sicknesses, and evil spirits, and gave sight to

many who were blind.  He let them follow Him and watch Him as He preached

and taught and healed people; and then He replied to the messengers, “Go

back and report to John what you have seen and heard:  The blind receive

sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the

dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”  Just

immediately before this, Jesus had raised the widow’s son outside the city

of Nain – clear, convincing proof and evidence that He was the promised One,

the One that Isaiah had talked about in Isaiah 61, based on the evidence of

what they saw Jesus do and what they heard Jesus preach:  good news.

When Jesus watched a lot of people turn their backs on him and walk away, he

asked his disciples, “Are you also going to leave me?”  And it was Peter who

answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You and  you alone have the words of

eternal life.”  Do you realize that there is no one else out there who

speaks to you like Jesus does?  I challenge anyone, anywhere to compare any

religious leader, any other religion along side of Jesus Christ.  They will

not match up.  All other religions are law-based and work-based.  You got to

work your way up to a relationship with God.  Not Christianity – it is

relationship based, all God doing for you and for me.  Where else could you

and I go and find a God like we have?  To realize that our God set aside his

glory in heaven and was willing to become also man, to take on the form of a

servant, to become one of us, placing himself under the law and all of the

demands of the law, so that he could bring us back to God. He went to the

extreme of being obedient to death, even death on a cross for us. To whom

else could we go and find the freedom that Christ offers you and me –

freedom from fear, freedom from doubt, freedom from condemnation and

judgment? He didn’t come to condemn the world, Jesus said, but to save the

world.  When people were brought before Jesus, he didn’t sit in judgment

over them.  He reached out to them in their deepest time of need and gave

them grace and love and forgiveness.

Where else can you and I go for healing?  Where else can you and I go and

find cleansing of our hearts and our minds and our souls?  You and I come

into church week after week, and we carry baggage with us.  We carry the

guilt and the sin that we have accumulated during the week.  We bring this

blackness that is attached to our souls, and God invites us to leave it at

the foot of the cross and to find perfect healing and cleansing in his son,

Jesus Christ.  He tells us that the blood of Jesus cleanses us from every

sin.  It doesn’t matter how bad the sin is that you and I have done.  It

doesn’t matter how many sins you and I have brought with us here this day.

God says “I can handle them all. I’ll take them all and lay them on my son,

Jesus Christ.”  He’s removed everything from you, my friends, because he

wants you to leave here free, free in your conscience, free in your soul,

free from the past, free from guilt, and free from condemnation.  That is

why he provided his son. That is what God has done for us. And that is what

separates Christianity from every other demanding-of-man religion in the

world.

Where else could you find a God who was willing and able to take our place

and to offer himself as a sacrifice so that we could be made right with God?

The evidence, my friends, demands a verdict from you and me.  Where else

could you go to find such unconditional love?  It isn’t based on what you

do.  It isn’t based on who you are.  It’s all based on what he has done for

you and thinks of you; and he says, “I love you, I have loved you with an

everlasting love, I have drawn you to me with loving kindness.”  Where else

could you and I go to find total acceptance, that you and I can approach God

“just as I am”?  God invites you to come to him just as you are, with your

fears, with your doubts, with your questions.  Where else can you and I go

and find such complete forgiveness and salvation?  There is no one else out

there who has done for you what Jesus has done.  That, my friends, is the

evidence that demands a verdict.

One man that Jesus had cleansed and driven demons out of wanted to follow

Jesus.  Jesus said to him, “You know what I want you to do instead?  I want

you to go home and tell others what great things God has done for you.”  My

friends, what great things has God done for you?  Have you taken the time to

examine them, to add them all up?  That’s the evidence that God places

before you and me.  We see a Savior who does such incredible things for us.

And when you have your doubts – and you will, they’ll come – what are you

going to do with them?  If you find yourself disillusioned with God, like

perhaps John did when he looked at Jesus and said “The Messiah I thought was

going to come was going to have a winnowing fork in his hand, was going to

bring judgment on the world, was going to right these wrongs.  Why didn’t he

set me free from prison?  He says that he’s supposed to set the prisoners

free.  What am I doing here?”  If you ever have those questions, my friends,

I pray that those doubts drive you to your knees in prayer.  I pray that

they drive you to God’s Word for the answers.  I pray that they drive you to

him and to worship and not from him and from worship.  You can ask God to

take these things away.  You can ask God to fix you and heal you, but Jesus

says “blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”  He spoke

those words for you and for me.  He watched the people in his home town

stumble in their faith because of him.  He wasn’t the kind of Messiah they

thought he would be.  He watched the leaders of the Jews stumble in their

faith because of him.  He watched people turn their backs and leave because

of him.  But he says to you and me, “blessed is the one who does not fall

away on account of me.”

Blessed are the Job’s who suffer so intensely and yet stay faithful, who

have people around them telling them “Look at your life.  Curse God and die”

, but say “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.  I don’t understand

how. I don’t understand why, but I’m going to praise the name of my Lord.”

Blessed are the Joseph’s  who receive unjust treatment in this world and yet

refuse to live in bitterness, who give forgiveness and love and grace to

those who hurt them because that’s exactly what God had given to them.

Blessed are the Paul’s who wrestle and struggle with whatever thorn in the

flesh Satan is sending their way and yet also confess “God’s grace is

sufficient for me.”

Blessed are all those who can live with life’s unanswered questions, who

walk by faith, not by sight, and who wait patiently on the Lord during the

tough and tiresome times of life, who look not to their problems, not to

their troubles, not to what’s going on around them or in them, but look to

the cross of Jesus Christ and to his love, and realize “I don’t have to have

all my questions answered this side of heaven.  I don’t have to understand

why.  I just know who and what I have in Jesus Christ.  I know what he has

done for me, and I know that what he has promised me he will fulfill,

because God cannot lie.”  You and I can take God at his word.  And he has

given you and me everything we need in his Son, Jesus Christ.

So go ahead and bring your doubts to God.  Go ahead and ask him those tough

and hard questions.  I know that when you examine the evidence, you are

going to walk away saying “Jesus – He’s Still The One God provided for me -

my Savior.”  Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall guard and keep your

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

