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God wants his grace, his love, and his peace to rule and reign in your hearts, in your marriages, in your homes, and in your families through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Sermon Text:  Today is Family Sunday, and the Word of God which speaks to our hearts this morning on this most important subject is God’s Word from the beginning in Genesis, chapter 2: verses 7 and 18 to 25.  It reads like this:

  The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

  The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”

  Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air.  He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name.

  So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.  But for Adam no suitable helper was found.

  So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh.

  Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.

  The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’, for she was taken out of man.”

  For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.

  The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

In Jesus Christ, who is the pattern after which we build our marriages, and the foundation on which we build our homes and our families, my dear friends.

I remember reading in the early 1990’s a special magazine report that was published by either Time or Newsweek  (I forget which), that made future predictions of what life would be like in the millennium in which we are now living.  Those “so-called futurists” made the claim that marriage, homes, and families, as we now know them, will cease to exist at some point in this millennium, having been replaced by modern technology.  

Now I don’t know what led those so-called futurists to make those claims, but I will tell you, they certainly are not scientists.  They know nothing about sociology, which is the study of society and people groups and how they are formed.  They know nothing about psychology, which is the way you and I are wired by God to think and live by nature; nor are they students of history, for anyone who has studied history will realize that going as far back as you can, you will see that all nations, all tribes, all different people groups, even the most remote primitive peoples, all formed their societies around the foundation of marriage, home, and family.

Marriage, home, and family will NOT cease to exist because:

Marriage, Home And Family Is God’s Idea

He created it in the beginning; and marriage, home, and family will continue to exist until Jesus Christ returns again in glory.

Now if you and I are going to understand and benefit from the precious gifts that God has given us in our marriages, homes, and families, we need to go back to the beginning – back to how God set it up, how he designed them to be and to function.  We’re told that in the beginning God created everything that exists, that is living or inanimate.  All matter was brought into existence by God’s almighty Word in six normal 24-hour days.  This was his act of creation.  

GOD MADE MAN AND GAVE HIM LIFE
But the last thing God created was man. Man was the crown jewel of all of God’s creating work.  We’re told that “the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the man became a living being” (Gn 2:7).  God created man and gave him life.  

Did you notice what he made him out of – out of dirt.  Yeah.  So next time somebody calls you a dirt bag, they are really not so far off.  In fact, scientists have determined that the chemical and mineral makeup of the human body, the trace minerals, is identical to that of which we will find in dirt. This should come as no surprise to us because God took dirt and he made man, and he breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.  Man draws his life from God. God breathed it into us.  Wow!  Isn’t that amazing! As Paul says in the Book of Acts 17:28, “For in him we live and move and have our being.” Man became a living being, a living soul, separate, distinct, and set apart from all other creatures because man is the crown of God’s creation.  Man was created different from all creatures.  Only man was made in the image of God.  Man was made a living soul, given an intelligence and an understanding which we see immediately in the way Adam named all the different creatures.  All those creatures operate on instinct; only man has a will patterned after that of God.  God set it up and created it that way, and he gave the man life. Job 32:8 says, “For it is the spirit in a man, the breath of the Almighty, that gives him understanding.” 

God designed man to live in perfect harmony and fellowship with God forever and ever.  But, of course, we know that the world in which we live is a far cry from what Adam experienced in that most beautiful perfect garden.  We live in a world of death and dying, don’t we?  We see death in marriages, we see death in families and homes, and we see death every time we drive past a graveyard.  Jesus said that “the thief (speaking of Satan) comes only to kill and to steal and to destroy” (John 10:10).  That which God created, which was good and perfect and holy, Satan came to destroy; and so Satan came and stole life from man.

Now God told the man, “I’m going to give you everything.  Everything that I have made is yours, except you must not eat from the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  (Gen. 2:17).  That’s your opportunity to show your love for me, your respect for me, by obeying that one command.  For when you eat of it you will surely die.”  Well, we know the rest of the story, don’t we.  We know that Satan came in, and he tempted Adam and Eve, led them into that act of disobedience; and as a result of that, man died.  We see death immediately.  We see it in the first family with one brother killing another brother; and one of the most startling sober reminders of that first sin is in that first line of genealogy a couple chapters later:  “and he died, and he died, and he died, and he died…..”, and you die and I die.  And the reason is because “sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin; and in this way, death comes to all men for all have sinned” (Ro 5:12).

Anybody who has attended the graveside ceremony remembers those chilling words “Dust to dust, earth to earth, ashes to ashes” as the sober reminder of the consequences of sin is always death.  That’s what God told Adam was the consequences for his disobedience.  He said, “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” (Gen. 3:19)

Now the beautiful good news is that Jesus Christ restored the life that Satan has stolen from man.  In fact, Jesus says “I have come that they (his sheep, the people from whom Satan stole life) may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10) – have it more abundantly.  That’s why God sent his son into our world, to restore that which had been stolen from us.  Don’t you find it interesting; you want a glimpse into the beating heart of God, you take a look at how he dealt with Adam and Eve immediately after their first act of disobedience.  You would almost expect that God would have come up and whacked them aside of the head, but instead of doing that, he gave them a promise.  He promised to send a Savior who would one day crush Satan’s head and restore the life that had been stolen.

We are told in the book of 1 Corinthians, chapter 15, which is the great Resurrection chapter, that the first man Adam became a living being, the last Adam (Jesus Christ) a life-giving spirit (verse 45).  And it is Jesus Christ that breathed life into you and to me as we trusted him and the sacrifice he made on the cross and his wonderful resurrection to life.  “I give them eternal life…” (John 10:28).  And no one and no thing can rob you or steal that life from you that God gives you in his son, Jesus Christ. It took his death and resurrection to restore life to us.

GOD ALSO CREATED WOMAN AND GAVE HER TO MAN

Now God didn’t stop with creating Adam.  After he took a look at all that he had made, he said “It was very good.”  It was perfect, but then God turned around, and he said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”  Now any woman  (and man who’s honest with himself) would admit that’s true.  Yeah, you’re away for any length of time, and you can tell it’s not good for the man to be alone.  They just make a mess of things, right?  It’s not good for the man to be alone.  There’s something incomplete about man. Studies prove that men do not live as well alone as do women.  

“So I will make a helper suitable” – the word helper means to surround and protect, to help, to support and protect with love.  Isn’t it interesting that this is exactly what a rib does - that the ribs surround and protect the inner vulnerable organs of the body including the heart?  I’ve got a clue for you, and that is this:  Men look pretty tough and rough on the outside, and we have to be for the battles that we must fight for our homes and for our families; but on the inside, a man’s heart is vulnerable and it is fragile and it is easily broken.  And God gave women to us to protect, and to surround with your gentle spirit and your tender love, that fragile vulnerable heart of a man.  With the love and the respect that you give, you bring life into a man. You are his “helper.”  

Man is incomplete without woman, for she is a helper suitable.  The word suitable means to be a counter-part, the complementary opposite of the man.  I find it interesting that the original Hebrew calls man ish and woman ishah.  The shah part means to be soft, that a woman is a soft version of a hard man.  Isn’t that cool the way God designed it?  And he made her to be the completer of the man; and that together they mesh like two beautiful gears in perfect harmony.  

Now, I don’t know how many of you are fans of the Rocky movies.  Last week was Rocky Fest, and I did not stay up all night and watch all five Rocky movies, but one of my favorite parts is the part where the brother-in-law asks Rocky, “Rocky, what do you see in my sister, Adrian?”  And Rocky’s reply was this, “She got gaps.  I got gaps.  Together – no gaps.”  Now, that’s marital theology according to Rocky, but he got it.  There is something incomplete in man that only women complete.  And there is something incomplete in women that only men can complete.  And when God took a rib out of man and built a woman and brought her to the man, you notice his response?  “Wow-man!” – or something like that.  “Woman! - She is bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh!”  

Now, for those of you who are married, do you remember, men: standing up here or a place similar to that in a different church, looking down that aisle and seeing your bride for the very first time?  Didn’t your jaw just drop and hit the ground?  Didn’t your eyes bug out?  Didn’t your heart start beating faster?  Weren’t you filled with a sense of awe, like “Wow!  I can’t believe this is happening to me!”  What happened to that sense of awe?  Where did we lose it?  Where do spouses start going their separate ways?  How do we lose that which God created in the beginning?  I believe it happens like this:  You know, when we get married, we put on these rose-colored glasses, right?  And our mate can do no wrong.  “Oh, dear, that’s ok.  I forgive you.  Oh, isn’t that sweet”, you know how it goes….

But at some point in time we trade in those glasses for clear ones, and we start seeing our mate the way they really are.  We start seeing things in them that we didn’t see when they were up at the altar.  And then pretty soon we start using a magnifying glass, don’t we (on their faults, that is)?  And after a while, it’s like this (wearing dark glasses); and now we only see their “dark side”.  We can see no good in them anymore.  We only see the bad and the ugly.  We forgot about the good that God gave us in them. And disillusionment sets in. When women marry they think their husbands will change. When men marry they think their wives will never change. Both are wrong. Before we are so quick to lay the majority of the blame for our marriage problems on our mate, it would be good for us to honestly answer the question, “What is it like to be married to me?” Don’t you think that’s where we ought to start working first?

Somehow we need to get back to viewing each other the way God made us in the beginning, back to looking at our mate as the necessary part that I am not, and valuing them as a tremendous gift to us by God. Give your mate the gift of honor like you did when you were first married. Try viewing them with the same awe you had back then – and just see if your relationship changes for the better.  Now, I love the way St. Augustine described why God chose a rib.  He said, “God did not choose a bone from man’s head that the woman should rule over the man and be above him.  He did not choose a bone from man’s foot that the woman should be beneath the man and trampled on by him.  He chose a bone from man’s side that the woman should be his equal,his partner in life, a bone close to man’s heart that she should be loved by him and cherished by him.”  Isn’t that a beautiful description of what God made woman to be for man?  Isn’t that a beautiful aspiration for men to hold up and value the gift that God has given us in women?  

GOD’S PATTERN FOR MARRIAGE

1. Leave

2.  Cleave (be united to)

3. One

And then God lays out the pattern for marriage.  He says, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  God’s pattern has been described as “leave, cleave, and one”.  We leave father and mother; we break those ties from that original family unit into which we are born and raised, trained and equipped, given the value system and the necessary knowledge and wisdom to make it in life, and now a new family unit is created and established.  I determined that when my son got married last summer that I was not going to be one of those interfering in-laws, that I am meant to support them on my knees in prayer and to be there for them if they need me, to offer no unsolicited advice, not to step in and interfere or tell them how I think they ought to do things, but to be there to support them and give them counsel and advice only if they ask it from me, because I recognize that they are now a new separate family unit that stands on their own. (There’s another clue here for those of us who are in-laws).

There must be a leaving that takes place and a cleaving – a becoming united to your spouse, which is, like Pastor Walther so beautifully pictured it in his children’s devotion: an inseparable oneness.  Those two become one in the eyes of God, one flesh, which is seen not just in the physical union between a husband and his wife, but in that emotional bond and that spiritual bond.  That oneness is the goal, and unity is a tremendous gift to us from God. Now, if Satan is going to do his work anywhere, it’s right here. His aim and goal is to destroy that beautiful harmonious relationship man enjoyed between him and God. By introducing sin, he wants to introduce disunity and disharmony into marriages, homes, and families.  There is nothing more gut-wrenching and heart-breaking than the breakup of a marriage, a home, and a family.  In many ways, it’s like a death.  God says in his Word, I hate divorce…” (Malachi 2:16).  “I hate it when you break faith with the wife of your covenant marriage”, he says. (Mal. 2:15)  Now, we must understand that that is God’s will.  He designed us to be married together until he (God) ends the marriage through death, “the two shall become one…” and “what God has joined together, let man not separate” (Matthew 19:5,6). That’s how Jesus taught it. Marriage was designed by God to be a life-long union and commitment between one man and one woman.  

It is not God’s design for us to divorce.  He does allow two exceptions:  marital unfaithfulness and desertion, which is another form of unfaithfulness; but that doesn’t mean it is God’s will.  And I can tell you that the studies will confirm that those who hang in there and work through their problems and resolve the issues and get outside help will tell you that they are far happier five years later than they would have been by throwing in the towel, quitting, and giving up on their marriage.  I like the way Henry Ford put it when asked for the secret for his long successful marriage, “The formula is the same as in car manufacturing. I stick to one model.”

Now, I know that there are some of you out there saying, “but what about me?  I’ve got divorce in my past.”  Well, we cannot go back and undo what we have done.  I mean, I live like you with 20/20 hindsight, and there are lots of things in my past that I wish I would have done differently.  But I can tell you this:  There is forgiving power in the blood of Jesus Christ, that God has forgiven all that we have done wrong in the past, that divorce is not an unforgivable sin, and that God wants you to know that he’s forgiven and forgotten.  The problem is you need to learn to forgive yourself, and stop beating yourself up.  Learn from what we have done wrong in the past so that the relationship we are in now, or the relationship God may place us into in the future will be a life-long relationship, broken only by death.

Now, when you look at God’s pattern here, that tells you that living together before marriage is also wrong.  It’s sin.  There’s no other way to get around it.  You will not find any passage in Scripture which validates living together before you get married and says it’s ok.  It’s not.  It’s not God’s will.  It’s not even good for you.  And I’ve done the research and have done a master’s study on this subject.  In fact, it is the worst thing a person can do.  A man does not value a woman if he chooses to live with her before marriage.  That is not holding her up in high esteem.  But there is forgiveness for that sin as well.  We need to embrace God’s forgiveness and seek God’s direction for how he wants us to live in relationship with the spouse that he has given to us. Don’t follow the world on this one. The world’s way is wrong. In fact, there is a proverb (14:12) that says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” God’s plan is the best way, for he designed it. It will bring you life and happiness.  

WE ARE STEWARDS OF GOD’S PRECIOUS GIFTS

Steward = manager, caretaker

of God’s gifts of Marriage, Home, and Family

So what is God’s will for you?  One man and one woman to live in a lifetime commitment in union until death us do part, and experience his tremendous blessings of companionship, sexual pleasure and enjoyment, and children.  Anyone who has lost a spouse will tell you that a most important part of them is gone and missing.  They still have God, but a very part of their being has been torn out of them, and loving companionship is a blessing that you cannot even begin to describe in words.  And God’s blessing of sexual union is there meant to be enjoyed, not outside of marriage, but only inside of marriage.  Sex is also God’s idea. He created it for our personal enjoyment and happiness. But God intended sex to take place only within marriage. All sex before marriage and outside of marriage is wrong. It’s sin. It’s not God’s design. And it doesn’t bring us lasting joy and happiness, only pain and heartbreak and sorrow. That’s part of God’s curse on sin (He 13:4, “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”) And if these sins have been a part of your past, go again to the cross of Christ and hear those comforting words, “the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son purifies us from all sin (1 Jn 1:7b). “Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven you.” “The Lord has taken away your sin.” “Go now, and leave your life of sin.” 

And the gift of children – that’s why this is Marriage, Home, and Family Sunday.  What tremendous blessings and treasures they are to us – a trust that God gives to us. Every man must look at his wife as a trust that God has placed into his hands. We men are accountable to God for how we treat the women he has placed into our care: all women in general, but our mothers, our wives and daughters especially. We need to treat them like the tender fragile gifts that they are. Just like the father who walked his daughter down the aisle and put her into the arms of another man, entrusting his daughter into your care, that woman is entrusted into your hands and into your care to value, to cherish, and to treasure. Peter says that husbands must treat their wives with tenderness and respect and gentleness.  Because if you don’t, you are impacting and hurting and harming your relationship with God and your prayers, he says, because they (our wives) are heirs together with us of God’s gracious gift of life.  (1 Peter 3:7)  That’s why we hold marriage up in such high esteem.  That’s why we hold our families up and homes that way.  We are stewards of God’s precious gifts.  

God designed marriage, homes, and families to be the solid bedrock, the foundation upon which all nations and all societies and all churches are built.  God designed marriage, home, and family to be a tremendous source of happiness and joy for us, as one of the greatest blessings to us this side of heaven.  God has designed marriage, home, and family to be the place where saving faith is passed on from one generation to the next.  This church and that school (St. Mark’s Lutheran School) exist to aid and support you, but not to take the place of parents, of both mother and father joining together to pass on to their children the legacy of faith that has been given to them. They hand it down to their children, and grandparents help them pass it on to their children. The church exists to help and support you in that awesome task, but we can never take your place. 

Now this is a passion of mine, and the reason it is a passion of mine is because of the home in which I grew up.  I grew up in an dysfunctional home.  My grandfather died as an alcoholic with a bottle in his hands, and I determined that I did not want my children to grow up in that kind of environment.  I grew up in a blended family home where there was abuse and there was violence, and I determined that I did not want to pass that generational curse on to the next generation.  I grew up where both my grandparents and my parents were divorced, and I determined that I was going to break that chain and that curse as well and not pass that on down to my children.  Everyone of my siblings who live without God are either dead or divorced and I have witnessed the pain of those generational curses passed down to their children. I haven’t been perfect and done all things well or even right. There are many times I failed to protect and lead my wife and children, but God has forgiven me for my sins and my failures, and he knows my heart. I continually look to him for the wisdom I need as man to lead and protect my wife and family. And I draw strength from the forgiving power of  Christ to strive to be the kind of husband my wife needs and father my children need me to be. 

Do you understand what God has given you, men and women, in your families - that the most important thing we do this side of heaven is pass a healthy God-pleasing legacy on to our children?  The best thing you can give your children is a good marriage, and you pattern your marriage after that of the relationship between Christ and the church.  It is built on his forgiving love, because every good marriage is made up of two good forgivers, right?  And the greatest forgiver there is Jesus Christ, who forgives everything we have done wrong, bought and paid for with his blood on the cross.  That, my friends, is where we draw the power and the strength to live in relationships with imperfect people in our marriages, homes and families.  

This Bible is where we get the wisdom and the direction we need to be the kind of husbands and fathers, to be the kind of mothers and wives our children need us to be so that we pass on to the next generation, like it says in Psalm 78:4-7 the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord so that the next generation, even the one yet to be born, will know and trust and believe in God. How we live as men and women, husbands and wives will impact up to 2-3 generations both for good and for bad. That’s how important this day is.  That’s how important these principles are, and our job is to hold these gifts of marriage, home and family up.  We are not to be conformed to the pattern of what this world thinks and does, but you and I, the church, are to be transformed by the renewing power of God’s Holy Spirit. That’s why we, husbands and wives, mothers and fathers AND children need to be in church on a weekly basis. That’s why we need to be reading and studying God’s Word on our own and with each other. We need to pray for and with each other. We need the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our hearts in order to lead our families. And we need the power of the Holy Spirit to work on the hearts of our children, if we are going to be men, women and children of influence in a corrupt and dying world, and lead people to life in Christ.

We need to get our “Spiritual Alignment” straight. That is when God comes first in our lives. He must be first, for that is the only relationship in our lives that lasts forever. It is eternal. Before Adam enjoyed a relationship with Eve, he first had one with God. That is the pattern. God comes first. Second, comes our relationship with our spouse, if we are married. That is the second most important relationship in our lives, because it is meant to last until one or the other parts in death. Third, comes our children, if God blesses us with them. They are with us for 18-21 years or thereabouts (you know, sometimes they come and sometimes they go). That is the time gives us to pass on saving faith in Christ, to teach them the values, morals and skills they will need to survive in life on their own one day (with the help and strength of God and the church). That is not very long, let me tell you. That is why what we do in our marriages, homes and families is some of the most important work there is on earth. Couples need to be commited to God in faith and to each other in love. They need to work hard at the marriage relationship. Men must guard against work becoming more important than their wife and family. And women must guard against letting children become more important than their husbands. Nearly every good book on marriage I have read says, “The best thing you can give your children (after saving faith in Jesus) is a good marriage.” They need that for security in life. They need that for the pattern after which they will one day build their own marriage. That is the legacy we leave and pass on. 

And if our nation is going to be any kind of power in this world, if our church is going to be any kind of influence in our society, it has to come from husbands and wives, men and women, who value and treasure these precious gifts, who hold them up in high esteem and fight for them, and fight against the forces that are trying to destroy and break them up.  We do that on our knees in prayer for each other.  We do that by fighting anything that would cause division, anything that would cause strife, anything that would break up that which God has brought together. We fight with the invisible power of God’s Word, and the forgiving power of Christ’s love. Our relationships with God and with others – those are the most important and valuable things of life, my friends, because marriage, home, and family is God’s idea.  Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding shall guard and keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

What if you are single? Being single is also a gift of God (1 Co 7:7-8). You are not lesser in importance or value if you are not married. Being single allows you to do things that married people cannot, especially in service to God. And, if you think about it, all singles are a family of one. You came from a family. Perhaps your brothers and sisters are married. You can still support the idea of Marriage, Home and family in a world that despises these gifts, even you yourself are not married. Value who you are in Christ. You are of equal value in the eyes of God as everyone else alive. 

Some action thoughts for you to consider (ask and answer these questions honestly):

What are the priorities of my life? Is God #1, spouse # 2, children #3, others #4 and me last? What would my calendar and check say about that?

What has my church attendance been like? Do my children (and wife or husband) know that I have a relationship with God? Do they see me in God’s Word reading and studying it? Do we have devotions as a couple? As a family? Do we pray for and with one another?

What do I need to do to turn things around? (It’s never too late, you know)

What goals do I (or we as a couple) have for my marriage? My home? My family? Write them down. Review them often (together).

What values, morals, skills, beliefs (i.e. what to look for in a spouse, how to handle money, etc.) do I want my children to have when they leave my home? Write them down.

What kind of legacy do I as a man/husband/father, I as a woman/wife/mother want to pass on to my children? Write it down.

What resources are available to help me in areas where I am weak and need help? I.e. church, pastors, school, teachers, books, etc. There are some excellent books out there that will help men be better men, husbands and fathers; wives be better women, wives and mothers, and couples be better parents. Ask me (Pastor Heiges) or any of the pastors for some suggestions.

Here are a few Scripture passages you can read:

For men: Psalm 112

For women: Proverbs 31:10-31

Together: Matthew 19:1-6; Ephesians 5:21-33; 1 Peter 3:1-7 (Marriage)

                 Deuteronomy 4:1-9; 6:1-9; Ps 78:1-8
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