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Good Morning!  This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24). And we have reason to rejoice, because our God comes to us today through his Word, through the Holy Spirit, and plants in us the beauty of his message of grace, that amazing grace!

I ask you today, “Please use the blue Bible in the pew in front of you, pick it up, open it up; and we are going to look at the words from Numbers 15:37-41.


The Lord said to Moses,


“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel.


You will have these tassels to look at and so you will remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.


Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be consecrated to your God.


I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt to be your God. I am the Lord your God.’”

Let’s pray.  Dear Lord Jesus.  It is an amazing message that you have brought to us in your Word, sealed in the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ.  And, Lord, we are thankful for that.  Fill our hearts up with it – the joy and the peace and the knowledge that our sins are forgiven.  But, O Lord, I also pray that you send your Holy Spirit this morning and fill our hearts so that we are ready to go, to go just like you said, “go” and make disciples, make students of all nations.  Dear Lord, this morning, I also pray that may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen.

Ushers, if you would, please.  The ushers are going to be coming forward; don’t be scared.  They’re bringing some little honey pots, little jars of honey.  Pop open the top, and put a little drop of honey on your finger, and hold on to that, because we are going to talk about it. 

My name is Pastor Al Schleusner – everybody says Pastor Al, because they can’t say the last half of my name.  And I am from Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, called to be a mission pastor in a brand new church called Hope Lutheran.  At Hope Lutheran we learned over a year ago that we need to do some things a little bit differently in our particular situation, in our particular setting of the world, because the people that we are trying to reach out to do not have the Lutheran heritage that you and I have.  We have learned that even though there is such beauty in the services that we have, and in the Lutheran hymnody, we needed to try something different to take God’s message of peace and love and translate it to a world which doesn’t understand what the word righteousness means, to a world which doesn’t understand what the word atonement means, to a world that doesn’t understand the word justification.  So at our church we do a number of things that are slightly different; but, understand, we hold to the truths of God’s message.

Now, how many of you have sticky fingers already?  The jars are coming around, and everyone should get a chance to take a little bit.  (And this is a warning for the parents and the children:  don’t use it like hand lotion.  Somebody in the last service did, and went away with sticky fingers.)  So when everybody gets a drop, with your spare hand turn to Psalm 119:103, and consider the words of the inspired writer of God as he says:  How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!  Now, if you have some honey on your finger, go ahead...  God’s Word is sweeter than honey to my lips, to my mouth.  And we know this, but we want to be able to tell everybody else about it.  We know that, unfortunately, we were born into a world filled with sin; but not only was the world filled with sin, our hearts were filled with sin to the point where we couldn’t help but lie and cheat and steal or have bad thoughts, or abuse our children physically, verbally, mentally, emotionally.  We couldn’t help but do things wrong.  We couldn’t help but get angry at our boss, because we have a heart that is filled with sin.

The sweetness of God’s Word tells us that God would not allow us to die in our sin.  Instead he sent Jesus to this earth to be on that cross for us and to shed His blood for us, to take away all of that wrong, all of that sin, so that now you and I, the day we step through that door called death, we will be in heaven rejoicing forever, forever praising the name of Jesus because of what He has done for us.  That is the sweetness of God’s Word that God wants to communicate to us, that he wants us to take with us.  Now do we always feel that way about the Bible?  Do we always feel that way about God’s truth?  

God knows that you and I are geared a certain way.  Why?  Because he created us that way.  In the Book of Numbers, God is giving a command to the Israelites.  I want you to do this because I know your hearts, I know your minds, your sinful hearts; and I know that if you don’t have something in front of you to remind you to stick to my Word, that it is sweet, sweeter than honey to your mouth, that you’ll prostitute yourselves.  Prostitute – God is comparing us, as his children and the Old Testament Jews back then, to prostitutes.  If we don’t hold onto that sweetness of God’s Word, we’re going to turn from it, and we’re going to leave God.  We’re going to prostitute ourselves and run away from God.

So in the Book of Numbers 15:37 it says The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Throughout the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your garments, with a blue cord on each tassel.  You will have these tassels – why? – to look at and so you will remember all the commands, all the teachings of the Lord, that you may obey them and not prostitute yourselves by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.’” 

God knows that we are geared in such a way with our hearts the way they are that we are likely to turn away from him tomorrow if we don’t remember his Word today; and so he gave his Old Testament believers, the Jews, the command to make on the corners on their garments tassels, with a blue cord running through the tassels.  Now this garment, the edge of this garment, is called a kanaf.  (Say that with me.  Kanaf.  You just learned your first Hebrew word.)  Interestingly enough the word kanaf not only means the edge of a garment, but it also means wings.  In the Old Testament when the Jews worshipped in the temple courts, and there were thousands and thousands of people piled around, so much that the noise would just build and rush to heaven, the Jews in order to get peace and quiet and meditative time would take this garment and wrap it around and meditate on God’s Word and pray to their God.  They would call it a prayer closet.

God wants us to meditate on his Word and hold on to his Word, and so he says to the Israelites “on the edge of your garments make tassels with a blue cord running through them”.  The tassels are called tzitzit.  Say that with me.  Tzitzit.  Now the Jews would hold on to these, and they would be reminded, because every day they would wear their prayer shawl.  Every good Jewish man and woman, especially the men, would have a prayer shawl. King David wore a prayer shawl.  King Solomon wore a prayer shawl.  And when David cut off the edge of his garment, it could have been the corner, the part that was to remind him of the Lord’s teachings.  

Even Jesus had a prayer shawl and would wear a garment like this (demonstrating wearing the prayer shawl).

Now, please turn to the Book of Malachi 4:2, we see these words.  The children of Israel were looking forward to the promised Messiah, the Son of righteousness, the one who would come from David’s seed, the one born of a virgin.  And here in verse 2 it says “But for you who revere my name,” my people, my chosen ones, my students, my disciples, “the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.”  The word used is kanaf.

Turn one more time to the Book of Mark 5:25-28.  Jesus had just gotten out of a boat, and He was on His way to heal a young girl who had died; and on His way, as the crowd pressed around Him, something happened.  And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.  She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.  When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak (bad translation - rather: she touched the edge of his garment) because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.”  Why did she think that if she touched the clothes, the edge of the garment of Jesus, she would be healed?  Why?  Could it be that she trusted the Words of God in Malachi 4:2?  Could it be that she thought God’s Word was so sweet, so valuable that she would hold onto it and even trust it?  

And Jesus, all of a sudden looks around.  “Who touched me?”  He asked His disciples, “Who touched me?”  And they are all, “Come on, all these people rushing around – everybody is touching you!”  Jesus knew who touched Him.  He wanted that woman to step forward, because in that woman was a great example of faith.  She believed the Words of God, the Words of the text.  She believed that there was healing in the wings of the garment of Jesus.  Do we trust in God’s Word so thoroughly?  Do we trust that even when our lives are shaken up by death and pain and sickness, even when we feel like there is no way out, do we still run back to our God who has laid out promises for us like, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”(Jos. 1:5)?  Do we trust like that woman trusted?

At Hope Lutheran we have this tremendous opportunity that I was talking about – to reach out to people who aren’t familiar with Lutheran liturgy, who aren’t familiar with the way things are done in a typical church – in fact, if I can even say this without being struck down, “hate church” because of something in their past that turned them off, and I don’t even know “what” half of the time.  But because we’re reaching out to people like that, we need to present God’s message in a way that they will clearly understand.  In fact, it’s our mission at Hope to proclaim to all who will hear in clear and understandable terms the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ and to help and instruct those who put their faith in Jesus to become mature believers and disciples (students).  

In Jesus’ day, if you were a child about ages six to ten, children started their catechism class, and they would sit down in front of a teacher, and this teacher would pour on their slate honey.  And he would say, “My son, my daughter, as you study God’s Word, understand that his Word is like honey – sweet, precious.”  And the children would just lick it up.  And with that impression in mind, they started their study of the Old Testament text, and they, from age six to ten, would memorize the first five books of the Old Testament – not just study – memorize.  And you might be thinking, “Hmm.  That’s impossible.  I can’t memorize anything.  My children can’t memorize anything.”  How many children today do you know that can recite all the words to the movie “Dumb and Dumber”?  They have the potential!  (Here’s one in the pews right here.)  They have the potential to ingest huge amounts of knowledge.  The problem is with what kind of knowledge are we filling them.  Are we filling them with sweetness of God’s Word, or are we allowing our children to be filled up with something else.  God’s Word is sweet, precious, nothing better, because in it we realize our sin, AND in it we realize our Savior.

After age ten, there was a second level of this Jewish catechism class where they would memorize the rest of the Hebrew Old Testament.  How was your catechism class?  They memorized the rest of the Hebrew Old Testament text; and then not only memorized, then they dug into it, and they started asking questions of the text.  The teachers wanted them to learn not just mere facts, well like “Who killed Goliath?” – no, they wanted the children to interact with the text.  And here’s how they did it.  In our society we ask questions like “What’s 2 + 2”? - and the answer is “4”.  In the Jewish frame of mind, they answered a question with a question.  “What’s 2 + 2?”  They would answer, “What’s 16 divided by 4?”  So when they asked questions like “Who killed Goliath?” they might ask another question like “Who did Saul’s daughter Michal marry?”  because it caused the people to think about the words of the text that they had already memorized and dig deep and explore for their own selves the commands and the teachings of God, to understand even more fully how sweet God’s Word is.  Think about Jesus when people asked Him questions, often He would reply to their question with a question because He was trained in the formal Jewish way.  

If you had gotten through this second level of Jewish catechism class and were the best, the smartest, the brightest of kids, you would go on to the third level to study under a rabbi and hope that some day you too would be a rabbi.  But you had to be the best of the best of the best in order to go on to the third level called Beth-Talmud.  The only way to make it to that level was if you were the best.  A rabbi would screen the children that wanted to do this, and he’d ask some questions, and they would reply with questions; and he would be able to see where the intelligence level of the child was.  But if a child didn’t match up to the standards of that rabbi, he would say to him, “Young man,” (probably a teenager) “I know that you love the Words of our God and you trust his Word and you study hard, but you don’t quite have what it takes.  Go home and ply the family trade.”  In other words, go home and learn from your father his business and do that.  Or to a young woman, he would say, “I see your love and your compassion for the Messiah, but you just don’t cut it.  Go home and have children.  Maybe one of those children will grow up to be a student of mine.”  

Where were Jesus’ disciples Peter, James and John when He came up to them and said, “Come, follow me.”(Matthew 4:19)?  Where were Jesus’ disciples?  What was their trade?  They were fishing; they were doing what their father was doing – fishing. They had not cut it.  They had not made it.  They were not the best of the best.  And Jesus said to them, “Come, follow me.”  And on that day when that happened, Zebedee, the father, went home excited – not because now his sons were gone and he finally had them out of the house, or you’d think he might actually be bummed because he just lost two good workers; but he went home excited because his kids were called by a Rabbi to come follow Him and to learn the Rabbi’s ways, Jesus’ ways.  

Are you and I that excited when Jesus comes to us and says, “Come, follow me.”?  And we’re not the best of the best.  Jesus gives us the great picture of whom He comes for.  He does not come for the righteous, the ones who think they are good enough – He comes for the unrighteous, and believe it or not, folks, that’s us.  That’s me.  Because of my sinful past, because of my sinful heart, I am not the best of the best.  In fact, like Paul, I can say, “I am the chief of sinners.

Tape flipped

Here is a God that saw my sin, that saw my need, and said, “Come, my grace is sufficient for you.  My love is made perfect in your weakness.”  You have what it takes not because you have what it takes, but because I have what it takes to make you perfect, to make you the best of the best.  And now, empowered by God’s Word, we can go forward and talk to people about Christ.  Don’t you just want to get up and leave right now and go tell your neighbor!  We are empowered by Christ.  He filled our hearts, and if you’re wondering, “You know, I don’t know if I can say that word, ‘Jesus loves you’ to a friend or a neighbor” can you say the word “Jesus” right now?  “Jesus”.  No, with conviction – “Jesus”, our Rabbi, our Teacher, our Savior, our God, the One who has mighty chariots in heaven waging war against Satan for us – JESUS!

Now, I have another place for you turn.  Turn to the Book of Ephesians 3:19.  And to know this love (this sweet love of God, of Christ) that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  God wants to fill you up.  He wants to fill you up with the sweetness of his Word.  Why?  To empower you, to give you the strength to walk next door, to walk to the other side of the classroom, to walk to that friend you know and say, “Jesus loves you.”  You may not think you’re smart enough or bright enough or young enough or old enough, but Jesus says you are because “I’m filling you up with the sweetness of my Word.

Go to Ephesians 3:20.  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.  Whose power is it? – God’s – Jesus’ power.  You’re not going out in this weak body of yours; I’m not going out in this weak body of mine and trying to use my power to get across the message, that sweet message of salvation of Christ.  No, it’s God’s power in you.  It’s the sweetness of Jesus in you that He died for every last lie that you ever spoke.  He died for every last hateful thought in your mind.  He died for you.  No sin stands in front of Him anymore because it’s all forgiven.  We heard that today.  The pastor said, “Your sins are all forgiven.”  That’s the power – the power to step out into the world to tell somebody, “Jesus is my God and my Savior and my Teacher and my Rabbi, and I love Him; and you need to meet Him because He is the only thing that is going to help you turn your life around to go from that hell that you are destined for to that place we all want to go – to heaven.  

Do any of you know somebody who is headed to hell?  If you don’t know somebody, get out there and find somebody!  This is serious business, people.  The end of the world could come today.  And it is Jesus to you who says, (Matt. 28:18) “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me (to Jesus, our Savior).  And now, “Go!” – that means get up, go; go find somebody that does not know and tell them about the sweetness of our God.  And to be empowered by that, hold onto your Tzitzit, hold onto that sweetness of Jesus, that sweetness of amazing grace, that amazing undeserved love.  That’s your power that God has given you.  Can I get an Amen?  “AMEN!”

Let’s pray.  Lord Jesus, you have brought us a beautiful sweet message of grace that even though we did not deserve one thing that you have ever given, and we definitely did not deserve to have our sins taken away, we do not deserve the gift of heaven; and yet it is ours as a gift, freely given by you, freely paid for by your blood.  Lord Jesus, we thank you so much for that, and we pray this morning send your Holy Spirit to fill our hearts up so that we can go home and tell our neighbors and our friends and our relatives and anyone who does not know about Jesus, so that they do not end up in hell one day.  Lord Jesus, help us to see that the power has been given to us by you.  It’s not our power – it’s yours.  To you be the glory forever and ever and ever.  Amen.

