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God’s grace has been poured out on you and me abundantly in the form of his Son, our Savior, that baby born in Bethlehem, Jesus Christ. The Word of God that I’m going to share with you is John’s incredible description of God’s sending his Son into our world.  It’s in John chapter 1, verses 1-5 and 10-13:

  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.

  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.

  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  
This is the Christmas message.

In Jesus Christ, the child that is born, the Son that is given for you and for me, the one who brings good news of great joy to all people, my dear friends.

Do you ever stop and wonder how we communicate with people.  Some communicate with grunts and others understand them perfectly well.  You can communicate with a look or with a gesture.  We communicate today through all kinds of means – through letters, through FAX machines, through voice mail.  I don’t know what I would do without this little thing (cell phone) when I have children living over a thousand miles away.  That distance, that gulf that separates us is bridged by the words “I miss you.  I love you.”  We communicate through E-mails and through instant messages on our computers.  We communicate because we need to touch other people.  We need them to understand our heart, and we want to understand their heart.  God is no different, my friends.  He has a need to communicate with us, his creation; and God does so in an absolutely incredible way.

We normally communicate by means of words.  Words convey meanings.  Words convey ideas.  Words bridge the gap between us and each other.  God chose to communicate to his creation by means of words.  He has given us this book (Holy Bible) which is called God’s Word, his means of communicating his love for you and me.  But the primary means by which God communicated his heart to you and to me is by the Word.  The Greek word is logos.  He chose the Word (logos) that would communicate both to the Jewish world and to the Gentile world in a way that helped them understand:  God.  In the beginning was the logos, the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  God is communicating to us who he is, who this Word is.  

He is, first of all, an eternal Word, because he was in the beginning.  Before the beginning of all created things, God was; God existed.  In fact, that’s the name that God had chosen for himself to make himself known to his Old Testament people:  I AM.  I exist.  There are no other gods, and before any people existed, I AM.

Jesus is that I AM.  He identified himself so many times throughout his ministry using those very words I AM.  He is the Word, the Lord of the Old Testament.  He is the creative Word.  We’re told that through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  The Jews would recognize the logos as God’s creative Word, God’s Word of power.  In Genesis Chapter 1, you read God said – God said – God said – God said – God said, “let there be” (one word in the Hebrew).  “Let there be light, let there be plants, let there be birds, let there be animals.  Let us create man in our image.”  And whenever God spoke, that power of his Word brought what God willed into existence.  It was a Word of power, creative power.

It still has creative power.  It was a Word that became incarnate, a fancy theological word, right?  The word means “made flesh”, made human.  We say and confess that he was fully human, that this eternal Word, who was with God, who was God, became also man because there was a gulf between God and man, a gulf that was created by sin that separated us so that we could not see God.  We could not reach God.  We could not understand God.  But God wanted us to know him, and he wanted us to spend eternity with him.  And so he chose to bridge that gap and that gulf that separated us from him; and he did it in an absolutely incredible way – a way that no one could misunderstand.  

Babies don’t speak words, but yet they communicate volumes, don’t they?  You hold that little soft, tender bundle of joy in your arms, and they don’t say the words “I love you”, but they communicate the words “I love you”.  I often wonder what was going through Mary’s mind, what was going through Joseph’s mind, what was going through those shepherd’s minds as they held that baby, as they looked down upon this child and pondered what the angels had said.    “To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior.  He is Christ, the Lord, and this will be a sign for you.  You are going to find this baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And they came, and they looked, and they pondered, and they knelt before the Word.  The Word that had created all things was in the form of a baby.

And God was communicating to Mary and to Joseph and to angels and to you and to me:  I’m giving you a Savior.  He’s Christ, the Lord, the source of life, the source of life that had created life in the beginning, the source that saw life stolen from man when sin entered the world, the source that restored life to man through His sacrificial death on a cross.  He is the source of eternal life for you and for me.  There is no life apart from him.

When John wrote these words, he said “The light shines in the darkness”.  Those are pictures and words that God’s Old Testament people and New Testament people knew and understood.  Darkness was a symbol for ignorance.  It was a symbol of sin. It was a symbol of blindness.  How do blind people see and understand?  How do deaf people hear and understand?  A woman like Helen Keller, who was born deaf, blind and mute, learned how to communicate with and understand other people. She learned how to bridge that gulf. God’s Word bridges all those gulfs to communicate with every man, every woman, and every child who has ever lived.  But the darkness has not understood it.

In verse 16 of Chapter 1, it says “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another”.  When you stop to think about it, underneath your trees is one present after another, right?  You open up one, and another one is handed to you.  We have multiple presents.  But it doesn’t come close to the one blessing after another you and I receive from the gift of this Son.  Every day you and I receive one blessing after another.  Every day we mess up.  Every day we fail God.  Every day we hurt the people around us, and every day God’s mercy is new.  His forgiveness is greater than our sin.  His love is more encompassing than all of the wrongs that we commit.  And God communicates to us “I love you.  I forgive you”.  

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  God had a gift he wanted to give to you, but people were too busy to open it.  I think of that very first Christmas, and I think of the star in the sky.  It was such an incredible wonder that must have made people question why it is there, what is God doing, what is God saying to us with this star in the sky?  And he told them in the Old Testament that “a star will come out of Jacob (Num 24:17)” and it will precede the coming of my Son.  When you see that star, look for him.

The shepherds saw the Star in the sky. They heard the angel’s message. They hurried off to “see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about (Lk 2:15). And when the shepherds viewed that child, we’re told that they told everyone they saw what they had seen and what they had heard.  But people were – “Well, it sounds amazing.  I don’t know whether I have time to check it out though,” and they walked away.  They didn’t even take the time to check it out.  The world did not receive him, but rejected him.  Even as Jesus entered into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday as a king, he left that city, carried out, having been crucified by and rejected by the very people he came to save.  

It comes as no surprize that our pews are not filled Sunday after Sunday, week after week. Too many people today (sometimes even you and me) have no time, take no time to check him (Jesus) out. Too many consider him and what he has to offer unimportant. They show it in the trivial pursuits of their lives, their time often spent on things that don’t matter, that please only themselves. No room in the inn for Jesus. No room in human hearts for him either. No time to check him out. And people still have no time for him. They chose to live in darkness. They don’t get it. They don’t see what great things God has done for them in the gift of his Son Jesus. They don’t understand what they are missing now and may lose for eternity.

Yet still God holds out to us and to all people the gift of his Son freely given. We can’t get enough of this gift that God has given to us.  He gives it anew to us every week – we hear it in church.  He gives it anew to us every day – the Bible we read communicates it.  This gift comes complete with his grace and his love and his forgiveness.  This gift doesn’t have to be assembled.  It first appeared in the form of a baby lying in a wooden cradle, a manger.  Later it took the shape of a man on a cross. And finally, we see it the in light glowing from an empty tomb.

There was a painting I had seen which showed the sun shining in on that manger scene, and there was a crossbeam, and as the sun shown through, that crossbeam cast a shadow in the form of a cross falling over the cradle of the smiling baby Jesus.  And there was a look on Mary’s face as she looked at that cross that covered over her baby, wondering what was in store for this child.  Later on when Jesus was a young man, I saw another painting where he, at the end of a long day of carpenter’s work, being tired, stretched out his arms like this (out to the side); and again the sun was shining through, and it cast a shadow across the wall, and that shadow was in the form of a cross with a man hanging on it.  And again Mary is there on the side of the picture gazing and wondering what life had in store for her Son.  

You cannot separate the cradle from the cross.  God sent his Son to communicate to you and to me a very simple message, and that message is I love you.  God says, “To you, to each and every one of you is born this day in the city of David a Savior”.  He is Christ, The Lord; he is Christ, Your Lord.  And so God takes and he hands you this gift.  Yet to all who received him – to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.  And you and I are now reborn by the power of God through the working of the Holy Spirit.  

I pray that he is working on your heart right now.  I pray that he is opening your heart, peeling away the pride, peeling away the selfishness, peeling away the sin, peeling away anything that would prevent God from reaching your heart and telling you that you are precious and you are important. God says “I created you.  I have formed you in your mother’s womb.  Fear not, for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by name (Is 43:1-2).”  And when Jesus was on the cross, your name was flashing through his mind.  He was thinking of you, my friends.  That’s why he came.  That’s why he was born.

Yet to all who received him, God gave the right to become children of God, born of God.  This is what God communicates to you, my friends.  Amen.

