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May God’s grace and peace come to you from our Advent King and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Word of God that I’d like to share with you for our devotion this morning is written in         1 John 1:1-7 

  That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  We write this to make our joy complete.  

  This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:  God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

  This is the Word of our Savior.

In Jesus Christ whom God sent to reconcile the world to himself, my dear friends:

One of the most painful, heart-breaking, gut-wrenching experiences in this life is when one loved one becomes estranged from another.  It could be a child from his or her parents, or brother from brother, or brother from sister, or husband from wife.  For whatever reasons, they are usually petty and they are usually small.  There is usually pride involved and a lot of selfishness.  And when two people are torn apart, there is a gulf and a void. And I think of the words when they file for divorce - irreconcilable differences.  What they are saying is that no thing and no one on this earth is able to bring them back together again.  They will forever be separated. I wonder whether that’s the kind of pain God felt in his heart when he watched his children, Adam and Eve deliberately choose to eat the fruit of the tree that he had commanded them not to eat and fall into sin - when they had turned their backs on him and chosen Satan and sin instead.  And he watched that beautiful, perfect harmonious relationship that he enjoyed with man torn apart and destroyed. 

But you and I get a clear insight to the heart of God when we see God being the one to take the first steps to reach out to man.  Man had just hurt him.  Man had just rejected God.  Man had just chosen to disobey God.  But it was God taking the first step, making the first move.  There is a clue for us here in our earthly relationships, that if you have anyone with whom you need to be reconciled, if you are the mature one, you will make the first move.  You will do whatever it takes to seek to reconcile here on earth.  That’s exactly what our God did for you and me.

You see the Bible is God’s story of his love for mankind that had fallen away and turned its back on him.  It is the story of God reaching out to man, seeking to reconcile us who would have been lost forever.  The Apostle John who wrote these words writes about God wanting to restore that fellowship, that perfect relationship he enjoyed with man.  The words he uses are very similar to the words he uses in the first book he wrote, the Gospel of John.  He talks about that which was from the beginning.  In John 1:1, he says “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”   And then later, he says that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us (KJ).  And here he says that “we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched”.  He’s thinking of the time they spent with Jesus and they realized that He is that Word, the One promised by God in the Old Testament.  He calls him here “the Word of life”.  What we proclaim to you is Jesus Christ, the Word of life.

At creation God spoke, and all things came into being.  Life originated through the powerful, life-giving Word of God.  And life was recreated, restored to mankind through the Word of life, Jesus Christ.  John uses words like “the life appeared” to us.  That’s what Advent is all about:  the appearing of God’s Son, the light.  He is called the light that gives life to the world in John, chapter 1.  In this section he says that God is light.  That’s what Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany are all about too—the revealing of God’s light of salvation through his Son, Jesus Christ.

He talks about that which broke the relationship between us and God, namely our sin.  Isaiah says that your sins have separated you from your God – created a gulf that man could not bridge, that man could not cross on his or her own.  Try as we might, think what we might want to think of, we can never bridge the gap between God and us.  It would have been inseparable had not God bridged that gap in the form of a cross through his Son, Jesus Christ, because God wanted to have fellowship with man for time and for eternity.  That’s what he’s talking about here.  “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son.”   You see, John and the other apostles, they knew they had fellowship with God because they trusted in Christ as their Savior; and they wanted others to have this fellowship with God as well.  

And then he says “We write this to make our joy complete.”  You see, our joy will never be complete as long as there are people out there who need to be saved.  Some of them are our sons and our daughters, some of them are our grandchildren who have fallen away and we no longer see them in a relationship with God.  They are separated from him.  Some of them are our brothers and our sisters and our friends and our neighbors, and they are people that we work with.  Some of them are people who used to go to church; some of them are people who have never gone to church.  And our joy will never be complete until they are included in this fellow-ship that bridges time on into eternity.

The only thing that separates our fellowship is death.  But even that doesn’t separate our fellowship, does it?  No, there are some people who have learned that even in death “Blest be the tie that binds”.  The tie that binds the saints in heaven and the saints in earth is our faith in Jesus Christ and the eternal life that is God’s gift to you and me as a result.  This is the fellowship John wanted people to know is ours--that Jesus makes it possible to have a relationship with God. 

 And how does it happen?  He says “the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”  You and I are called saints of God on earth because we’ve been washed by the blood of the Lamb.  And the saints in heaven we are told wear white robes, robes that have been washed white through the blood of the Lamb. Every sin has been forgiven. For “all” means “all,” that is, every single one of the sins we have ever and will ever be guilty of is forgiven, washed away by Jesus blood, shed on the cross. That is how God made it possible for us to have a relationship with him.  That is how God reconciled us to himself in Jesus Christ.  That is what Advent and Christmas and Easter and all of the church year and all the Bible all about.

And that is our incentive for walking in the light, “as he is in the light.” Because of all Jesus has done for us in making it possible for us to have a relationship with God for time and for eternity, we now want to turn our backs on walking in the darkness of sin and ignorance. Now we no longer want to live a lie, but “live by the truth.” Now we want to learn and grow our faith. Now we want to live pure and decent lives that honor God and attract others to him. Now we want to reach out to others and bring them into our fellowship with God, so they can know the Word of Life who brings eternal life – Jesus. John proclaimed to us “the eternal life” so that we might know and trust in Jesus and have a relationship with God forever. Now it’s our turn to proclaim this “eternal life” in Jesus to others.

Amen.

